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ADVERTISEMENT. 


| TRUTH, both human and divine, has 
always had the ignorance and prejudices of the bulk. 
F mankind to combat, and the worſt of motives have © 
been aſcribed to ſuch men as have attempted to en- 
lighten the age in which they live. The ſubject of 
theſe memoirs was pretty well known in the religious 
world; and among thoſe who pride themſelves for or- 
thodoxy, he was as much hated as known 1 but I doubt 
not the time will come; when the ſublime Views of the” _.' | nt 
Divine Charaer, and the final defign of the Divine 3 oy 
Conduct which he taught, will be generally recerved © | | 
and practically felt among the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, — | 
Then his name will be had in thankful remembrance ; 
in the mean time the following Sketch of his chara#er 
and labours, may not be unacceptable to fuch Chriſ 
tians as have enlarged views of the love of God 10 
men, and eſpecially to them who had the pleaſure of _ 


attending the Mimiftry of Elhanan Wincheſter, ether. | 
in America or . 
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A SKETCH 

50 9ö; »[ 
THE LIFE 
| OF 


ELHANAN WINCHESTER. 


| . tures of truth preſent, us with for our inſtruc- 
tion, we may reckon that of Biography. Sketches of 
the lives both of good and bad men abound in the 
Bible; and, probably, nothing is more uſeful than 
the exemplification of virtue and vice in the eminent 
characters which have gone before us. The ſacred 
writers are impartial in this reſpect; they do not 


pretend to exhibit perfect characters. They repre» 
ſent human nature as it really is to be found, even. 


in the beſt of men. Hence, if faithful Abraham deny 


his wife, through diſtruſt of the Divine care, it is 


recorded; or if Moſes, the meekeſt of men, loſe the 
command of his temper, and ſpeak unadviſedly with 
his lips, it is handed down to poſterity by his own 


pen, as a mortifying inſtance of human weakneſs. 80 


in the New Teſtament, we not only have the trea- 
_ Chery of Judas deſcribed ; but the fearful fall of Pe- 
ter, and the cowardice of all the diſciples, who in 


32 their 


MONG the many themes which the Scrip- | 
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their Maſter's diſtreſs ſorſook him and fled. This 
faithfulneſs of hiſtory is one proof, among a multi- 
tude of others, of the truth of che. Bible; and the 
manner of biographical memoir there found, is an 
example worthy of imitation. Human characters are 
always mixed, there are none ſo perfectly good as not 
to have a dark ſhade in them; and, perhaps, none 
ſo entirely bad, as to have no trait of virtue about 
them. Some good men, indeed, have a kind of eren- 
neſs, and uniformity of conduct about them; they 
never drop much below themſelves, but at the 
fame time, "they never riſe. to any great elevation ; 
theſe : are apt to criticiſe with ſome ſeverity on thoſe 


-who at times riſe higher, and fall lower than them- _ : 


Telves. The former, in the courſe of a long life, do 
their little work with a ſteady and even pace; while 
„ ha latter, often by ſurprizing efforts, do a great 
2 work i in'a few years. The ſubject of theſe pages had 


but a ſhort period allotted him on earth, his work 
©. "was great, and his abilities ſuited to it: he laboured 
With a zeal that has not often been exceeded: he 


"fought a good fight ; he kept the ſacred depoſit 
Which was committed to him ; he finiſhed his courfe 
1 joy, and entered into his reſt. 3 
The family of the Wincheſters is ſuppoſed to have 
ob from the neighbourhood of Chefter, in Old 
England, about five generations ago to New Eng- | 
land. Elhanan Wincheſter was born at Brooklyn, 
-near Boſton, i in that country, 1751. His father, to 
e 3 | e 3 the 
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the beſt of my information, was a farmer, and I un- 
derſtand is till living in that employment at Brook- 
1yn. He had thirteen children, moſtly ſons ; I be- 
lieve Elhanan was one of the younger part of this 
numerous family. At moſt places in America, a nu- 
merous offspring is counted a, bleffing, becauſe la- 
bour is dear, and land is cheap; and children, brought 
up in habits of induſtry, are ſoon uſeful in agricul- 
ture; ſo it was found in old Mr. Wincheſter's family, 
his children were brought up in creditable labour; 
and I do not find that he was guilty of the folly and 
wickedneſs of bringing up any of his ſons to be Mi- 
niſters, as many do, by which young men are turned 
out in the world in a ſacred character, without hav- 
ing any more acquaintance with Chriſtianity than 
what a claſſical education, and a mere. knowledge of 
religious ſyſtems can give. Such Miniſters can cer- 
tainly communicate that which they poſſeſs; but if 

they have not an experimental acquaintance with 
Chriſt, with ardent love to his perſon, and fervent” 
zeal for his honour, they can never be able Miniſters 
of the New Teſtament : they will be found incapable 
of preaching Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified, to the 
ſalvation of men. Notwithſtanding this defect, as 
the world will call it, in the education of his ſons, 
Mr. Wincheſter had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing two. of 
them become uſeful Miniſters of the Goſpel ; of 
whom Elhanan was the moſt eminent. He, and the 
whole _ were brought up not only virtyoully, : 
but 


— wat 


5 4igion | in their minds, as in thoſe of older perſons. 
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but rdigiodfly, The profeſſion of: the parents v was 
"that of particular, or Calviniſt Baptiſts. 


It ſeems to have been owing to ſomething neculine 


5 in his diſpoſition, that this great propagator and de- 


ſender of the VUniyerſal Doctrine did not learn to 


"read till he was twelve years of age; and at that 
time he had ſo ardent a deſire for knowledge, that 
everybody who knew him was ſurprized at his pro- 

greſs; his mind ſeemed to burſt open, like the ex- 

panſion of a flower in Spring. That there was ſome- 
thing untoward in his mind, during his childhood 
and youth, is clear, for he has ſeveral times told me, 


that he was of fo paſſionate and obſtinate a temper, 
that it was dangerous to contradict or thwart him in 


any thing; his paroxyſms of anger were akin. to 
madneſs; this is the more remarkable, .as in future : 
"fe he appeared one of the meekeſt of men. 
The firſt, religious impreſſions that were laſting 
upon his mind, were received in his nineteenth year. . 
This is a time of life in which the paſſions, run 
high, and may be deemed therefore peculiarly. un- 
"favourable to any thing ſerious; _ but I have obſerved, 
among my acquaintance in the religious world, that 
the greater part of real Chriſtians have felt the con- 
408 verting power of truth, before they, were twenty years 
of age; for, notwithſtanding the giddineſs of youth, 
they are not yet hardened by habits of vice, nor are 


"there, in general, ſuch fixed prejudices, againſt re- 
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1 
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The degree of conviction and guilt which he felt at 
this time appears to have been conſiderable; for 
though he had not been a vicious youth, yet the un 
tractableneſs of his temper had hurtied him into ſomes 
acts, particularly of diſobedience to his parents, the, 
recollection of which was e Far painful to him, 
and he began to experience the truth ef this 
maxim, © Chat every fallen creature muſt feel the hit. 
terneſs of his own ſinful actions.“ It was not long, 


however, before his ſoul found liberty, by believing. 


in Chriſt, and taſted, that the Lord was gracious. 
His attention to literature ſince he had learnt to 
read was as remarkable as his averſion to it had 
been before, and his progreſs was ſurprizing ; every 
thing within his reach he graſped with the greateſt 
eagerneſs ; the Bible, in particular, became tho ob- 
ject of his attention, and he began to ſtudy it with 
the utmoſt diligence. His method was to read the 
whole of it through regularly, and to mark the oon 
nection of one part with another, In this manner 


he read the Bible through many times in a year. 
This practice he continued, I believe, through life... 
I have frequently heard him ſay, that he had, read 
the Bible more than all other books put together,. 
His ſtrength of memory was uncommon ; he ſeldony- 
heard or read any thing without retaining the ſub⸗ 


ſtance of it; and from his continual reading and u- 
dying the Seriptures, his knowledge of them was 


perhaps greater than that of 1 man Ying: He. 
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duell) kad by [Tl the ater part of He in : by. 
memory, and could repeat them without heſitation. 
He would take any hiſtofical or prophetical part of 
4 Scripture, and repeat every other. part relating to it 
by memory; and if any thing in profane hiſtory was 


6 | connected with it, he would quote it with the ſame 


| readineſs. His knowledge of Scripture doctrines 
Was the ſame; I do not ſuppoſe he poſſeſſed this abi- 
Ifty 1 in an equal degree in his younger years; but 
even when he firſt began to preach, his acquaintance 
with Scripture was noticed, as being very remark- 
able. In his twentieth year he married his firſt wife, 
by whom he had four children, but two were born 
dead, and the other two died young, and his wife 
| died in childbed ofthe laſt of thefn. 
In his twentieth year alſo he began his miniſtry, 
in his own town and neighbourhood, being called to 
the work, to the beſt of my information by a Cal. 
viniſt Baptiſt Church, where his family had been uſed _ 
to attend. He did not ſlay long there, probably 
ſinding the words of our Lord true, that a Prophet 
bath no honour in bis own, country, nor in his fa- 
ther's houſe,” though this faying was reverſed i in his 
caſe ſome years afterwards. He travelled ſouthward 
it. America, preaching | as he went with great, ac- - 
ceptance, but not being diſpoſed to ſettle any where. 
He had imbibed from his carly days the principles of 
Calviniſm, and when he began to judge for himſelſ, 
1 ws ght that ſcheme the moſt confiſtent with it- © 
18 ſell 


0 


ſelf of any that he had ever heard of: he thereſore 
entered fully into it, and was remarked for his clear 
conceptions of it, and the maſterly way in which he 
ſtated and defended it; conſequently, wherever he 
went, the Calviniſts of every denomination received 
him cordially; - I believe the firſt place he ſettled at 
was Welch Neck, on the river Pee Dee, in South 
Carolina, where he appears to have ſtaid ſome years; 
often, however, travelling many miles round, preach- 
ing whereſoever he came, to e of wo 
own ſoul, and the great good of many. INC] 

In the year 1778, while he was At at welch 
Neck; a friend ſhewed him that excellent little bock 
called The FEuerlaſing Goſpel, written originally in 
German, by Paul Siegvolt, and requeſted him te tell 
what the author meant. On looking it over, be 
found it treated on the Reflitution all fallen tntek 
Jegences by Chrift Jeſus. He informed his friend of it, 
and they both concluded that the ſcheme was bene 
volent and ingenious; but that it was not true: and 
Mr. Wincheſter, for bis own part, was reſolved not 
to trouble himſelf about it, as he was very well ſafis- 
fied with his own ſentiments ; ſo that he did not fo 
mueh as read the book through, although he had a 
ſight of it again in the courſe of a year. Notwith- 
ſtanding he had determined not to think of the ſab- 
1 ject, yet, ſome of the arguments which he "had 
glanced on, made an impreſſion on his mind, ES 
hes could not get rid of. 
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* the year 1779 he began to preach in a more 
open and general manner than he had been uſed to; 
or than is practiſed by Calviniſts at large. Repen- 
tance, faith, and obedience to the Goſpel, were his 
uſual themes. His heart was greatly opened, and 


— 


being much impreſſed with a ſenſe of the worth of 


ſouls, he felt much compaſſion towards them, and 
was very earneſt with his hearers to come to Chriſt. 


In order to induce them to this, he diſplayed before 
them the love of God, and inſiſted much upon the 
power and willingneſs of the Lord Jeſus to ſave fin- 


ners. In this mode of preaching he did not conſult 


. that conſiſtency with Calviniſt ſentiments, which he 


had formerly done ; but followed the feelings of his 


mind, which was led into ſuch an experience of di- 


vine love as he had never known before; and as 


God gave in to him, fo did he give out to others. 
A very happy effect followed this enlargement of his 
: foul; conviction for fin appeared in many, who be- 


fore were careleſs; and many experienced a change 
of heart, and were truly converted to God, and it 


was a time of ſpiritual refreſhment to all real Chriſ- 


tians in the neighbourhood, About the ſame time, 
he began to find earneſt longings for the converſion 
and falvation of the poor Negro ſlaves, who were 


very numerous in that part of the country, and whoſe 


abject caſe had been neglected till that time; or if 
any ſlight attempts had been made for their inſtruc- 


tion, the poor creatures, from their heavy bondage, 


25 


„„ 

had turned à deaf ear to them. Mr. Winchefter 
had freely declared his abhorrence of ſlavery, and 
this being pretty generally known, the ſlaves ſhewed 

a a diſpoſition to attend his miniſtry ; ſo that many of 
them would occaſionally come, and ſtand round 
about the door of the place of worſhip. Though he 
had a ſtrong deſire for their welfare, yet he had but 
little hope of doing them good ; but God who had 
given him a concern for their ſouls} alſo found out a 
way for him to be of uſe to them. Let us take his 
own words from preface of ſecond edition of the 
Dialogues on the Univerſal Reſtoration, page 12.— 
« As yet,” ſays he, © I had not addreſſed them in 


particular : but one evening, ſeeing a great number 


of them at the door of the houſe where I was preach- 
ing, I found myſelf conſtrained as it were to go to 
the door, and tell them, That Jeſus Chrift loved 
them, and died for them, as well as for us White peo- 
ple; and that they might come and believe in him, 
and welcome: and I gave them as warm and preſ- 
ſing an invitation as I could, to comply with the 
glorious Goſpel. This ſhort diſcourſe, directed im- 


mediately to them, took greater effect than can be 


well imagined. There were about thirty preſent from 
one plantation in the neighbourhood (beſides others) 


theſe returned home, and did not even give ſleep to 


their eyes, as they afterwards informed me, until 
they had ſettled every. quarrel among themſelves ; 
and, according to their form of marriage, had mar- 
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(12) 
tied every man to che woman with whom he lived; 
had reſtored whatever one had unjuſtly taken from 
another; and determined from that time to ſeek the 
Lord diligently. From that very evening they be- 
gan to pray to the Lord, and ſo continued, and he 
was found of them. I continued to inſtruct them, 
and within three months, I baptized more than 
Thirty blacks belonging to that plantation; beſides as 
many others as, in the whole, made up one hundred, 
of which fixty-three were men, and thirty-ſeven 
were women : all of which were born in Africa, or 
immediately deſcended from ſuch as were born in 
that unhappy country. 

My preaching was not uſeful to the poor ſlaves 
only, but alſo to great numbers of the white people, 
of whom I baptized upon profeſſion of repentance 
and faith in Chriſt, about one hundred and thirty- 
nine perſons. This was a ſummer of great ſucceſs ; 
and I ſhall remember that happy ſeaſon with pleaſure | 
while I live.” 

I hclieve this to be the beginning of that great 
Work, which Mr. Iſaac Backus, of New England, 
mentions in a letter to Mr. Benjamin Wallin, of 
London, and a quotation from which may be ſeen in 
miy Funeral Sermon for Mr. Wincheſter. It ſeems, 
that a few months before this, he had buried his third 
wife, one of the moſt pious and amiable of women, 
and whom he dearly loved; and had but lately re- 

covered from a ſevere fever himſelf, which for many 
weeks 


% 
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weeks bad every appearance of being fatal to him. 
In theſe ſevere afflictions, he. had an experience, 
which I have heard him mention with the greateſt 
gratitude. He was remarking, that pride was one of 
the worſt and moſt latent evils of the human heart; 
that envy was inſeparable from pride : that he re- 
membered the time when theſe evils had an undue 

influence upon him, in the work of the miniſtry; and 
that in proportion as they prevailed in his mind, he 
was both unſucceſsful in the work of God, and alſo 
unhappy in it : but that God had cured him, by an 
heavy diſpenſation of his providence. 


to ſubmit to 
ebb of life; 
time, in perfect poſſeſſion of his ſenſes ; but with 
ſuch a view of his ſpiritual condition, as aſto- 
niſhed and overwhelmed him, and brought him into 
the deepeſt abaſement of ſoul. From that time he 
ſeemed to have an almoſt perfect indifference, either 
to the applauſe or contempt of men. 'This was an 
experience very dearly bought; but the leſſon he 
learnt was an important one, and very neceſſary to 
prepare him for that contempt and ſhame, on the one 
hand; and applauſe on the other, which he was to 
be called to in a future day. 

It has but ſeldom been ſeen, I believe, that : any 


the ſtroke, he was reduced to the loweſt 


- miniſter has been very eminently uſeful, unleſs ſome 


heavy affliction has firſt paſſed upon him to open to 


£* 
—* — 
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For, after his 
beloved wife was taken away, and he knew not how | 


in which ſtate he remained for ſome 
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him his own heart, to ſhew him the neceſſity of be- 
ing ſubdued, humbled, and emptied, that ſo he may 
be exalted by grace, and filled with all the fulneſs of 
God. For however much we may talk of the de- 
pravity of our fallen nature, of the extent and riches of 
mercy, and of the conſolations of God; yet it is only 
an inward and deep experience of theſe things that 
can make us know their reality : it is this alone can 
give us the tongue of the learned to ſpeak a word in 
ſeaſon to him that is weary. This the apoſtle proves 
in his own caſe, 1 Cor. i. 4—0.—* The God of all 
comfort,” ſays he, © comforteth us in all our tribu- 
lation, that we may be able to comfort them which 
are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we 
ourſelves are comforted of God : for as the ſuffer- 
ings of Chriſt abound in us, ſo our conſolation alſo 
aboundeth by Chriſt. And whether we be afflicted, 
it is for your conſolation and falvation, which is ef- 
ſectual in the enduring of the ſame ſufferings which 
we alſo ſuffer : or whether we be comforted, it is for 
your conſolation and ſalvation.” In order therefore 
to enter fully into the work of God, and to be 
co-workers with him, ſee 2 Cor. vi. 1. it is neceſſary 
for us, in our meaſure, to have the ſame views that 
God himſelf has, and the ſame feelings of heart that 
our Lord Jeſus poſſeſſes: for he, in order that he 
might be a faithful and merciful high prieſt in things 
pertaining to God, was made in all things (fin ex- 

_ .cepted) like unto his brethren, Like them he ſuf- - 
1 1 Tere 
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fered being tempted, that he might be able to ſuo- 
cour them that are tempted. And therefore he can 
have compaſſion on the ignorant, and them that are 
out of the way : for he himſelf hath been encom- 
paſſed with infirmities. 

In the family and perſonal pt I before-men- 
tioned, Mr. Wincheſter ſeems to have been led into 


deep waters, and to have had ſuch a baptiſm of the 
;pirit, 1 Cor. 12, 13. as never wholly left him. And 


though his natural abilities were of the firſt rate, and 
his acquirements conſiderable ; yet he has told me, 


that the greateſt qualifications which he poſſeſſed for 


the miniſtry were derived from his experience at that 
time. 


Thus, in relation to the W of Chriſt, it ap- 


pears, a man can receive nothing, "OO it be OR 


him from above. 


In the ſummer of the year 1779, PRES 8 


preaching with ſuch ſucceſs, he began to have ſome 
dawnings of the great day of the reſtoration of all 
things upon his mind. Several ſcriptures were opened 


10 lum, as containing a greater extent of grace than 
he had before conceived of. As, Iſa. liii. 11. © HE 


ſhall ſee of the travail of his ſoul, and ſhall be ſatis- 


fied ; by his knowledge ſhall my righteous ſervant 


juſtify many: for he ſhall bear their iniquities.” 
And, Rev. 7. g.“ After this I beheld, and lo a great 
multitude, which no man could member, of all nations 


and kingreds, and peoples, and tongues, ſtaud before 
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the throne, and before the Lamb, hs in white | 


Ims in their hands. From theſe, and 
of ſimilar import, he concluded that 
ſaved would finally equal, if- not 


exceed, the number of thoſe who would be finally 


loſt. This was a great deal for a Calviniſt to be- 
lieve; and as his heart was at that time filled with 


love both to God and men, it was a ſource of joy to 


him, and he did not ſeruple to make it known freely 
both in private converſation, and in preaching. 

His congregation at Welch Neck was numerous, 
confiſting, in general, of about a thouſand perſons : 


and though they were Calvinifis, yet they did not 
object to this view of divine grace; only ſome of 
them, with whom he had converſed about the gene- 


ral reftoration, thought that he was juſt going to 
avow his belief of that doctrine : but that was' far 


from his thoughts ; for, as yet, he believed the ſen- 


timent of endleſs miſery. was a truth. 

I know ſome good men, both Calviniſts and Ar- 
— who go as far as Mr. Wincheſter had hi- 
therto done, and rejoice as much as he did in it ; but 


their ſtricter brethren ; of the Calviniſts eſpecially ; 


blame them much for it, and ſay they conſult their 
feelings more than truth; as though it could poſſibly 
be wrong for a good man to rejoice under the proſ- 
pect of the greater part of mankind being delivered 
From darkneſs; ſin, and death; but perhaps they are 
d that ſuch an extenſive view of the ſalvation of 
125 Chriſt 
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Chriſt will lead to ſomething further; but can fal- 


vation reach too far, for the tender feeling heart 
of one who has taſted that God is love ? And can 
ſuch a heart reach further than the love of God, and - 
the grace of Chriſt ? 


The progreſs which the Univerſal Doctrine made 


in his mind, ſeems to have been very flow, and gra- 
dual; yet ſome of its leading thoughts ſunk deep 


into his heart, ever finge he firſt caſt his eye over 
Paul Siegvolk's book. Such as, the inconfiſtency and 


impoſſibility of both good and evil endleſsly exiſt- 


ing in the univerſe; and the meaning of the Hebrew 


and Greek words which we render eternal and ever- 
Jaſting; which that writer had clearly ſhewed were 


applied to things which had a beginning, but would 


never bave an end, as the being and happineſs of 
the righteous; and that they were alſo applied to 
things, times, and ſeaſons, which had a beginning, 


and would have an end. Of this he had given many 
undeniable inſtances, and from hence the evidence 
of endleſs miſery, which is ſuppoſed to ariſe from theſe 


words, was invalidated. Mr. Wincheſter could not 
help frequently reflecting upon theſe things, which 


led him often, when in converſation with miniſters, 


to propoſe ſome of the arguments in favour of the 


Reſtoration, on purpoſe to ſee what anſwers they © 
could give; but to his ſurprize, he found their an- 


ſwers in general ſo feeble, as rather to ſtrengthen his 
doubts of the truth of endleſs miſery, than to remove 
| D them. 
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them. This was not the caſe with unlearned mini- 


ſters only, but with others. For inſtance, he was in 
habits of intimacy and friendſhip, with Dr. Manning, 
Preſident of Rhode 1/land College; a gentleman of 
learning, good ſenſe and piety. In the courſe of con- 


verſation, one day, he aſked the Doctor, What he 


thought was the ſtrongeſt argument that he could 


uſe in favour of the doctrine of endleſs miſery * He 


anſwered, © That it was the nature of God, to lay the 


greateſt poſſible reſtraint upon fin, and therefore he 
had threatened it with endleſs puniſhment, as the 
© - higheſt poſſible reſtraint he could lay upon it.” 


There is an inference from the Doctor's words which 


__ ought to be taken notice of, viz. That if the threaten- 
ing of endleſs puniſhment be taken away (as it certainly 
is by the doctrine of the Reſtoration) then the higheſt 


poſſible reſtraint upon fin would ceaſe, and mankind 


would become licentious. But let it be obſerved, 


that hitherto the preaching of eternal miſery to ſin- 


ners, has not reformed the world; but good men in 
general ſay that wickedneſs abounds more now than 
ever. What can this be owing to? Certainly not to 
the want of preaching up endleſs damnation ; for the 
pulpits of modern goſpel miniſters abound with it. 
There is more of damnation to be found in moſt ſin- 
gle ſermons now, than can be found in the whole 
Bible. It ſhould follow from this, that the © ig 


poſſible reſtraint which God could put on fin,” hath not 
anſwered its end. But perhaps it is not true, that 
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the threatening of endleſs puniſhment is the higheſt 
poſſible reſtraint upon fin. Solomon ſays, © Becauſe 
ſentence is not executed ſpeedily againſt an evil 
work; therefore the heart of the ſons of men is fully 
| ſet in them to do evil.” Eccleſ. viii. 11. It is clear 
then, that if he that ſinneth was immediately cut off 
by the hand of God, it would be a greater reſtraint 
upon fin, than any threatening could poſſibly be. 
Thus the Doctor's ſtrongeſt argument for endleſs 
puniſhment falls. It has long appeared to me that 
mankind do not believe that God will eternally puniſh 
them for fin, although they hold the ſentiment ; yet 
there is hardly one in ten thouſand that applies it to 
| himſelf. They believe that God will punith ſome- 
body thus: but not themſelves, for let them be ever 
ſo wicked, the diſproportion between a ſhort life of 
ſin, and endleſs puniſhment for it, is ſo ſtriking, that 
ſcarcely any man thinks it can be his own caſe! 
Hence I conclude that the opinion of endleſs mifery 
is falſe: becauſe it produces a conclufion quite 
contrary to what was intended by it ; for inſtead of 
reſtraining ſin, it much oftener lulls men aſleep in 
it. On the contrary, the doctrine of limited puniſh- 
ments, which is included in that of the Reſtoration, 
is ſo conformable to the idea of divine equity, that it 
forces its way into the mind almoſt irreſiſtibly, and 
in its own nature muſt be a powerful reſtraint upon 
ſin: becauſe it teaches that every man ſhall be re- 
warded — to his works. 

D 2 Any 
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Any perſon who wiſhes to ſee the above objection 
of Dr. Manning anſwered at large, may conſult Mr. | 
Wineheſter's third dialogue on the Univerſal Reſtora- 
In September, 1779, he left South Carolina, in- 
tending to viſit his friends in New England. - He 
travelled ſlowly northward, preaching as he went, 
generally to great congregations. I think it was in 
this journey through the Continent when“ ſuch a 
remarkable power attended his word, that there was 
a revival of religion in moſt places where he preach- 
ed, and many muniſters were greatly quickened in 
their labours by his means. At this time he was with- 
out wife or child, in the world, and his heart ſeemed 
ä given up to the work of God; he oſten lamented 
afterwards that he ever changed his ſtate again, as he 
thought it would have been more agreeable to the 
will of God, and that he ſhould have been more 
uſeful in the cauſe of Chriſt, if he had remained a 
widower, Indeed it was not without reaſon that he 
repented his laſt marriage, as it was a very unhappy 
one, and I doubt not but the ſevere trials of it a 
ed his death. | 
The Univerſal Dodrine appeared now in lber 
valuable point of light to him. He ſaw that it would 
rꝛeconcile the difficulties of other ſyſtems, and give a 
freedom and conſiſtency in preaching the Goſpel, 


See my Funeral Sermon for Mr. Wincheſter, page 40. * 
which 
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| which no other ſcheme could do. Freedom and 
conſiſtency are very deſirable things in public preach- 
ing ; but it is very evident that they cannot be both 
obtained on either the Calviniſt or Arminian plan ; 
if the Arminian preach with freedom and declare 
good news to all mankind, he muſt inconſiſtently 
maintain the inefficacy of the blood of atonement to- 
wards millions for whom it was ſhed, and the final 
failure of the divine purpoſe towards millions, whom 
God meant to ſave. While the Calviniſt, if he preach 
conſiſtently, and ſhew the accompliſhment of God's 
purpoſes, and the efficacy of the blood of Chriſt in 
the ſalvation of the elec, yet cannot preach with free- 
dom; for as he believes divine mercy made provi- 
ſion only for. a few, how can he dare to mock the 
miſeries of mankind, by exhorting all to repent and 
believe the Goſpel ? There are many good men of 
both theſe parties of Chriſtians, who are painfully 
ſtruggling with their ſituation, and can never obtain 
freedom and conſiſtency too in their miniſtrations, 
If the Univerſal Doctrine was of no other uſe but to 
relieve ſuch miniſters from their embarraſſinent, and 
put them in poſſeſſion of liberty and conſiſtency in 
their public ROY I ſhould eſteem it highly valua- 
„ | 

This view of the Doctrine was afterwards fully re- 
duced to practice by him, and to it was owing that 
pleaſing freedom and perſpicuity with which he was 
Loader to treat the moſt difficult Scriptures, the 
ſenſe 


6220 


ſenſe of which had been long conteſted betwixt thi 
Calviniſts and Arminians. 

The effect which theſe views of the extent of Di- 
vine grace had upon his mind, even before he pro- 
ſeſſed the Reſtoration, we will expreſs in his own 
words. The ideas were ſometimes ſo tranſporting 
to me, that I have been conſtrained to ſet, them forth 
in the moſt ſublime manner that I was able ; and 

ſometimes ſo as actually to bring them who heard me 
converſe upon the ſubject, to believe and rejoice in 
the Univerſal Reftoration, while I was only pro- 
= poſing the arguments in its favour to ſee what effect 
they would have on ſuch who never heard them be- 
fore. And I was often carried away before I was 
aware, even while I only intended to let my friends 
hear what might be ſaid. I remember once, while I 
was at my father's table, in the year 1780, that I men- 
tioned the doctrine of the Reſtoration, and finding 
that none in company had ever ſo much as heard of 
it; I produced many arguments in its favour, 
brought up many objections, anſwered them in ſuch 
a manner as aſtoniſhed all preſent, and I was amazed 
at myſelf, I ſpoke with ſo much caſe and readineſs 
as I had hardly ever experienced before on any occa- 
ſion. Nay I was ſo much animated with the ſubject, 
that I ſaid, I did not doubt but in ſixty years time, 
that very doctrine would univerſally be . preached, 
> and generally be embraced in New England, and 
would certainly prevail over all oppoſition.” It ap» 
. . pears 


ry © 


pears that this diſcourſe made a greater impreſ- 


ſion both upon his own mind and upon thoſe who 
heard him, than he intended, at that time. He ſpent 
near a year in trayelling from South Carolina to New 
England, and in ſtaying at his father's houſe, and 
during his abode there he preached in his native 
place, and all around the neighbourhood, to great 
multitudes of people. A remarkable power at. this 
time attended his miniſtry, and his own heart was 
filled with a ſenſe of divine love, which led him out 


in a moſt affectionate way in his addrefles, both to 


profeſſors and men of the world, and he had the 
happineſs of ſeeing many of his old acquaintance and 


play-fellows brought to an W knowledge 


of Chriſt. 


He now began his journey back again to South 


Carolina, intending to have returned to his people at 
Welch Neck; but Providence diſpoſed of him other- 
wiſe, and it does not appear that he ever ſaw them 


again. In going ſouthward, he viſited Mr. Samuel 


IValdo, a miniſter in Pawling's Precinct, State of New 
York, whoſe character he highly eſteemed. - While 
he was with that gentleman, ſeveral religious perſons 
who were on a journey came to the houſe, and hay- 
ing heard ſomething about the Univerſal Doctrine, 
they requeſted Mr. Winchefter to bring forward all 
he could ſay upon the ſubject : accordingly he gave 
them ſome of the principal arguments in its favour, 


and obviated ſome of the moſt capital objections that 
could 
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could be brought againſt it. He ſays, that he over- 
heard them afterwards, wiſhing that they had not 
been ſo curious as to have enquired into the ſubject; 
for they owned they could not reſiſt the arguments; 
yet they ſeemed reſolved to treat the ſentiment as an 
error. I have reaſon to believe that many now in 


this country, are in the ſame ſtate of mind with theſe 


good men, ſecing fo much of the truth of the Doc- 
trine, that they dare not contradict it; but yet 
through intereſt, or idleneſs, do not come forward 


to avow it. We leave ſuch to the reproofs of their 


own conſcience, and to the mercy of God, and go on 


to obſerve, that Mr. Wincheſter arrived at Philadel- 


phia, on the 7th of October, 1780, intending to leave 


that city in a few days; but the Baptiſt Church there 
being deſtitute of a miniſter, he was ſolicited to ſtop 


with them, which, after ſome conſideration, he agreed 
to. In his own mind, he was in great part perſuaded 
of the truth of the Reſtoration ; but as yet he had not 
mentioned it in public, nor does it appear that he had 


any deſign of ſo doing; and-it is probable, that if cir- 


cumftances in Providence had not led him on, he 
might never have borne any public teſtimony to it at 
all. When he came to Philadelphia he was greatly 
followed, and the congregation increaſed fo much, 


that the Baptiſt Mecting-houſe, though large, was 


not big enough to contain them. He preached fre- 
quently in the church of St. Paul's, in that city, 


which is a very ſpacious building, I believe it to be 


the 


1 23 
che largeſt in Philadelphia, it was generally very full. 


He continued for about twelve months in great po 


pularity there, being very highly eſteemetl ; but the 
time of his reproach and rejection now drew nigh, 
Popularity is always a dangerous thing to a miniſter, 
and Mr. Wincheſter's change of ſentiment has been 
aſcribed to intoxication of mind, through his being 
ſo much careſſed; but from what has been obſerved 
before, it will be ſeen that he had long been thinking 


of the ſubject, though not as yet fully ſatisfied ; but 


the ill ſervices of ſome falſe friends eventually 
brought his mind to a determination. There are in 


all religious ſocieties, in general, certain perſons, 


whoſe employment is, not to work out their own 
falvation ; much leſs to aſſiſt others to do ſo; but to 
act as ſpies upon their brethren : to cxaggerate foibles 
into faults, and faults into enormities, and then, by 
private whiſpering, or public accuſation, to ſtir up 
firife ; blaſt the character of individuals, and break 
the peace of churches. Theſe are generally looked 
upon as the moſt »rthodox men; the great guardians 
and preſeryers of truth. It ſeems that Mr. Win- 
cheſter found ſome of this character at Philadelphia, 


who very undeſignedly haſtened him forward to 


avow the Univerſal Doctrine. Some time after his 
arrival in that city, he enquired for Paul Siegyolck's 
_ Everlaſting Goſpel, which he could not immediately 


get ; however, he found Stonehouſe on the Reſtitution 


of all Things, this very learned work he had never 
| E ſeen 
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ſten or heard of before; he read it with great atten- 
tion, and according to his uſual way; through the 
retention of his memory, ſoon became maſter of its 
leading arguments. The friends who procured him 
Stonehouſe, expreſſed ſome concern that he ſhould read 
any thing upon ſuch a ſubject ; but notwithſtanding 
he had converſed very freely with them, they had 
fidelity enough not to- mention it to any others. 
This was not the caſe with ſome with whom he talk- 
ed with leſs freedom, only expreſſing his views in 
Scripture language, thus: That he could not help 
hoping that God would finally bring every knee ts bow 
to him, both of things in heaven, and things m earth, 
and things under the earth, and every tongue to confeſs 
that Jeſus is Lord to the glory of the Father : and that 
he hoped, in the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of times, 
God would gather together in one, all things in Chriſt, 

both which are in heaven, and which are on earth, &c. 
Such patlages he would often mention, expreſſing 
his hope that in due time they would be fulfilled, 
and as he repeated ſuch Scriptures with apparent ſa- 
usſuction, he was aſked whether he really believed 
this; to which he replied, that ſometimes he could 
not help hoping that it might be ſo. Who would 
have ſuppoſed, that expreſſing a hope that the Scrip- 
tures were true, would be deemed a crime anfong 
Chriftians ; yet ſo it was! Theſe narrow hearted pro- 
feilogs went and told a mmer, that Mr, Wincheſter 
was become a heretic, and believed the Reſtitution of 


Lhe 


r 


all Things: and deſired him to come and convince 
him of his error. This min;fer had for many years 
been in habits of intimacy with him, and had been 
looked on by him, as one of his moſt hearty friends, 
conſequently he had a right to expect both faithful- 
neſs and affection from him. This gentleman meet- 
ing Mr. Wincheſter in the ſtreet, accoſted him thus: 
I have wanted to ſee you for ſome time, that I might 
tell you a piece of my mind: T have been informed by 
2 „ that you are mclined to, the ductrinę of the 
; Hand Reſtoration ; if you embrace this ſentiment, I 
fall no longer own you as a brother. With this la- 
conic ſpeech he left him, never taking any pains to 
conyince him that he was in an error. And it appears 
this friend was as good as his word, for he never 


ſpoke, or wrote to Mr. Wincheſter afterwards ; and 


even when they met by accident, refuſed to ſhake 


hands with him. I write this account with peculiar 


ſenſations, having met with a treatment exactly ſimi- 


lar, for the ſame cauſe. Surely, .if the Univerſal 


Doctrine be an error, there are more rational methods 


of proving it to be ſo, than theſe; yet the ſtrongeſt 


arguments which I have ever met with againſt it, 
have been contempt, ſlander, and reproach, eyen from 
old and profeſſed friends. 

Mr. Wineheſter is, to this day, greatly blamed by 
ſome Calviniſt miniſters in London for his conduct 
at Philadelphia, Much as I reſpect his memory, I 
do not ſuppoſe him to have been without the in- 
E 2 firmitie, 
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firmities of human nature. And when I confider 
the peculiar ſituation in which he was placed, and 
the many trials he was expoſed: to, from the treat- 
ment he met with, I muſt think him ſomething more 
than man, if he did not diſcover ſome infirmity at 
that time. I ſay this, not from a conviction that he 
did any thing at that time particularly wrong ; but 
as an allowance that univerſal human nature calls 
for, in circumſtances of difficulty. For where is that 
wiſe and good man, who has paſſed through heavy 
trials, and ſuffered public odium for conſcience ſake, 
when he looks back upon his actions, can ſay, I have 
nothing in which to-blame myſelf? I have converſed 
with ſome of thoſe miniſters who blame him moſt, 
and can find no circumſtance attending the avowal 
of his ſentiments that can attach the ſmalleſt im- 
morality to bis character. As this period of his life 
is an important one, I will give the account of it in 
his own words. 

* I now, ſays he, foreſaw the ſtorm, and I deter- 
mined to prepare for it, not by denying what I had 
ſaid ; but by examining and determining for myſelf, 
whether the ſentiment was according to Scripture or 
not. If I found that it was not, I determined to re- 
tract; but if it was, to hold it faſt, let the conſe- 

quences be what they might. I had now no time 
to lofe, I expected in a ſhort time to be called to 
an account, and examined reſpecting this doctrine, 
and obliged either to defend or deny it; I was al- 
f | OE. „? 


6 
ready too well perſuaded that it was true, to do the 
latter without heſitation, and yet not ſufficiently for 
the former. For this purpoſe I ſhut myſelf up chiefly - 
in my chamber, read the Scriptures, and prayed to 
God to lead me into all truth, and not to ſuffer me 
to embrace any error; and I think that with an up- 

right mind, I laid myſelf open to believe whatever 
the Lord had reyealed. It would be too long to tell 
all the teachings I had on this head; let it ſuffice, 
in ſhort, to ſay, that I became ſo well perſuaded of 
the truth of the Univerſal Refloration, that I was de- 
termined never to deny it, let it coſt me ever ſo 
much, though all my numerous friends ſhould ſor- 
fake me, as I expected they would, and though I 
ſhould be driven from men, and obliged to dwell in 
caves or dens of the earth, and feed on wild roots 
and vegetables, and ſuffer the loſs of all things, 
friends, wealth, fame, health, character, and even life 
itſelf. The truth appeared to me more valuable than 
all things, and as I had found it, I was determined 
never to part with it, let what would be offered in 

exchange. 7 

* I had now formed my reſolution, and was deter- 
mined how to act when the trial came. Hitherto I had 
faid nothing about the Reſtoration in public, and but 
little in private ; but I preached up the death of 
Chriſt, and ſalyation for mankind through him, with- 
out reſtriction. This free manner of preaching gave 

offence to ſome, who came to hear me no more, On 
the 
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the evening of the twenty ſecond of January 1781, 
a number of the members of the church, who had 
heard that I held the doctrine of the Reſtoration, 
met me at a friend's houſe, te aſk me the queſtion, 
whether I did or did not? I acknowledged that I 
did, but did not wiſh to trouble any body with my 


_ ſentiments. They deſired me neither to preach 
them in public, nor to converſe of them in private. 


I told them, that if they would prevent people from 
aſking me;I would ſay nothing upon the matter; 
but if I was aſked concerning my ſentiments, I could 
not deny them, and if they wiſhed to know the rea- 
ſons, I muſt inform them. And thus the matter 
was to reſt ; but ſome that were preſent, wiſhed to 
know the foundation of my ſentiments, others op- 


poſed it, not wiſhing to hear any thing in its favour. 
Aͤt length it was agreed that I might read the paſſages 


of Scripture, upon which I judged the doctrine of 
the Reſtoration to be founded ; but muſt not add a 


ſingle word of explanation on my part; and on their 


parts they were not to aſk any queſtions, or make 
the leaſt oppoſition ; if they did I inſiſted upon the 
liberty of defending. Accordingly I took the Bible, 
and read many paſſages in the Old and New Teſta- 
ments, which I judged to contain the doctrine ; and 

the very reading of them convinced ſeveral of the 
company of the truth of the Reſtoration. There 


was nothing farther took place at that time: we 


parted with a mutual agreement: I was not to preach 
| it 
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it in the pulpit, nor to introduce it in converſation 7 
but I would not be obliged to deny it when aſked; 
nor refuſed to vindieate it, if oppoſed ; and on their 
parts, they were not to ſpeak of it to my prejudice, 
but to endeavour as much as poſſible, to keep the 
matter cloſe. But notwithſtanding all the pains that 
could be taken, the circumſtance got abroad, and 
ſeveral came to diſcourſe with me on my principles, 
to whom I gave ſuch reaſons as I was able, for what 
I believed. A little after this I met with another 
copy of the EvERLasTING GospEL, which I then 
read through with attention, for the firſt time, 
and found much ſatisfaction ; the arguments and 
the Scripture proofs therein contained, ſeemed to me 
ſufficient to convince all that would read with can- 
dour and attention. 

«+ I till continued to act 8 on the deſenſive, not 
preaching upon the ſubject, nor going about to pri- 
vate houſes to make intereſt in my favour; but if 
any came to me to diſcourſe upon it, I would not 
refuſe; and thus a number were convinced of its 
truth, while others violently oppoſed it. And thus 
matters continued -until the latter end of March. 
Having heard that the German Baptiſts in German- 
town, about eight miles from Philadelphia, held the 
doctrine of the Reſtoration, I had appointed to ſpend 
the firſt Sunday with them; and this engagement had 
been made ſome time. Juſt as I was ready to go out 
of the city on Saturday, I tound that ſome of the 


members 


„„ EO 
members of the church had privately ſent into the 
country, and collected a number of the ableſt mis 
niſters, who were arrived in the city on purpoſe to 
debate with me, and to confute me publicly. I gave 
them the liberty of my pulpit as they pleaſed for the 
next day, and went out of the city to go to Germans 
town ; and took that opportunity to go and vifit that 
ancient, venerable, and excellent man, Dr. George 
De Benneville; who received me in the moſt kind, 
open, and friendly manner: and his converſation was 
moſt highly edifying to me. Afterwards I went to 
Germantown, and lodged there all night, ready to 
preach the next day. As ſoon as my enetnies in 
Philadelphia found that I was gone out of the city, 
they ſpread a report, that I had fled to avoid an in- 
. terview with theſe miniſters, who had come on pur- 
poſe to convince me. Nothing could have been 
more falſe than ſuch a report, for I had been engaged 
to go to Germantown, on that day, for ſeveral weeks 
before hand : I knew nothing of theſe miniſters be- 

ing ſent for until they came to town: and I had no 
fear but I ſhould be able, by God's affiſtance, to de- 
fend. the cauſe before them: and befides, I had ap- 
pointed to return on Monday, and did return ac- 
cordingly. The whole church met, both my friends 
and my oppoſers, and theſe miniſters met with them: 
I was called to attend a funeral at that time, and 
was at the houſe of mourning, when a meſlenger was 
ſent in haſte, to defire my immediate attendance at 
15 | the 


K 250 


* 
Uh. meeting without any delay. I found that this 


who” were my enenmes in the afſembly; had been 


greatly vaunting over my friends, becduſe I was not 
preſent. They faid that I had abſconded merely to 
avoid a debate, in whjch J was ſure to be confuted, 


as here was an opportunity that might nerer pre- 


ſent itſelf again; and ſeven wiſe; able, and learned 
miniſters had aſſembled on purpoſe to diſpute with 
me; but that I had gone and left my adherents in 
the lurch, from a conſciouſneſs that I was not able to 
defend my cauſe; with abundance more to the fame 
purpoſe. My friends, on the other hand, told them, 


That 1 was afraid of nothing but fin, and that they 
doubted not of my being able and w 2 to diſpute 


with any one of the gentlemen, or all of them, one 
by one, if they choſe it. Oh, no} they replied, they 


knew better than that: I was gone out of the way on 


purpoſe, where I could not be found. My friends 
told them, That if there was a vote paſſed in the 
ufſernbly, that I ſhould difpute with any one, they 
would engage that I ſhould be among them in a few 
minutes. It was accordingly unanimouſly / voted, 
that I ſhould difpute with the reverend Mr. "I 
upon my ſentiments, in the preſence of theſe mis 
niſters, and of the! whole affembly. But when in a 
few minutes J came in, and took my place, what 
different faces appeared in the congregation All my 


„ 


friends were highly pleaſed, ant the others were as 


much confounded and diſappointed, at ſeeing me 
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come in ſo cheerfully and quickly, after they had 
made themſelves ſo ſure, that I would not come. 
But ſurely, I might have been looked upon with 
Pity ; alone to anſwer for myſelf, no one to ſupport 
me; while my antagoniſts were ſeven of the ableſt 
miniſters that could be obtained. I felt, however, 
| that inward compoſure, from a conſciouſneſs of hav- 
iog acted uprightly and ſincerely in the whole affair, 
That even cauſed my countenance to reer eaſy and 
Chearful. 7 . 
Ade vote was then hots: _, and I ſtood up, 
: Jad declared my readineſs to comply with what was 
required. The worthy gentleman who was choſen 
to. diſpute with me, then roſe up, and' ſaid theſe 
words. © I am not prepared to diſpute with Mr. 
£ Wincheſter, I have heard that he ſays, that it would 
* take ſix weeks to canvaſs all the arguments fairly 
on both ſides; and I ſuppoſe that he has been 
F ſtudying upon the ſubject for a week or more, and 
I have not ſtudied it at all; and therefore I muſt 
. © beg to be excuſed,” | 
When I found that, and all the reſt wholly de- 
clined diſputing with me, I begged liberty to ſpeak 
for two hours upon my ſentiments, and to lay them 
fairly open, and the gyound upon which I maintain - 
ed them. But this was denied me; I then deſired 
them to give me one hour for this purpoſe ; but this 
was alſo refuſed, One of the miniſters got up, and 
ſaid, That their buſiueſs was not to debate with me; 
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Yue to aſk me, whether 1 alen the reſtoration 
of bad men and angels, ae to a cm of how.” 
and happineſs, Re. 2 1 
** But if they did not come to Aiſpate with why 
was the vote paſſed by their party, as well as by my 
friends, that I\ſhould Po with ther ? This {pans 
for itſel. (7 e FRED 
The miniſters infiſted upon pöttiag the queltiori 
to me, Do yon believe the Doctrine of the Univerſal Re- 
ftoration? My friends objected to my anſwering the 
queſtion, unleſs I might be allowed to vindicate my 
_ ſentiments. But I ſaid, that I did not fear any uſe 
that could be made of my words; that I had always 
freely confeſſed what my thoughts were, when aſked ; 
and therefore I told them, that I did heartily believe 
the Univerſal Reftoration, and was willing to defend. 
it. The gentleman who was choſen to diſpute with 
me, then aſked me, Whether I thought it ſtrange, 
conſidering my change of ſentiments, that there 
ſhould be ſuch a noiſe and uproar made upon the o 
caſion? I told him I did not think it ſtrange at all 
and gave him a little hiſtory of the affair; and how _ 
the matter came abroad, through the treachery -of - 
ſome whom TI had eſteemed as my friends; that When 
I mentioned it to them I was not fully perſuaded of 
it myſelf, and perhaps might never have been, if 1 
had not been oppoſed and threatened; that I never 
had intended to trouble the people with. my ſenti- 
ments, but was willing to live and die with them, ii 
© | | ＋ 2 they | 4 
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they eould bear with me; but that I could not ng | 


ſuch deceit, as to deny what I believed, when aſked 
by any one; that I never had yet done fo, and by the 
grave of God never would, let. the conſequences be 

Phat they might, What I faid/ was in the preſence 

ef all my accuſers, and none of them could contra- 

dict me, nor had aught to lay to my charge, except 
in this matter of the goſpel of my Saviour. My 
diſcourſe took ſuch an effect upon him, that he then 
publickly declared, that my behaviour in the whole 
affair had been as became a Mam and a Chriſtian, and 
that no ane could accuſe me of any improper con- 
duct. I ſtood ſome time, and as none appeared to 
bave any thing farther to fay to me, I took my leave 


and went aut. He accompanied me to the door, 


and told me he would write to me upon the ſubject; 
hut whatever was the reaſon, he never did, 10. un 
| 3 ſpoken together ſince. FE | 
be miniſters then adviſed a e to ant ano- 
Thor winider, but my friends being numerous; in- 
ſiſted it ſhould be fairly determined by the ſubſori- 
bers at large; this the other party would not agree 
10. Several very fair offers were made by my friends 
to them, but they refuſed them all; and finally, by 
foree, they kept us out of the houſe, and deprived 
us of our part of the property, which was at laſt con- 
firmed to them by law, though I think unjuſtly; as 
ve were the majority at firſt; but they took uncom- 


ans . 2 in 9 about 4 e 3 me, to 


* eeuꝛery 


ca) 
every member of che chureh, both in the elty and 
in the country, and threatening, all with exrommunis 
cation who would not ſign it; by which ſome 
were intimidated, and by theſe and other means they 
ſtrengthened their party. But on the other hand, I 
took no pains either to proſelyte people to believe my 
ſentiments, or to make my party ſtrong. I believe 
near an hundred of the members ſuffered themſelvcs 
to be excommunicated rather than ſign the proteſt 
againſt me, and the doctrine which I preached ! 
When we were deprived of our houſe of worſhip, 
the Truftees of the; Unwerſity- gave us the liberty of 
their Hall, where we quietly worſnhipped God for 
about four years, until we purchaſed a place for our: 
ſelves. But to return. After this meeting of the 
miniſters, the whole: affair was open, and I found 
myſelf obliged to vindicate the doctrine which they 
4 had condemned unheard, not only in private, but in 
public. Accordingly, on the twenty- ſecond day or 
April, I preached a ſermon on Gen. iii. 15, in which 
I openly aſſerted the doctrine of the final reftoration 
of all fallen intelligences. This was publiſhed by 
particular deſire, with a liſt of the plaineſt ſeripture 1 
paſſages in favour of the doctrine; and a number , 
the moſt common and principal objections, fairly | 
| ſtated, and anſwered. This was my firft appearanee 
in the world as à proſe writer, which was what 1 
never expected to be, and probably ſhould never 
have been, but for this occaſion; ſtill leſs a writer of 
controverſy, to which I had naturally a great averſion.? 
„ In 
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In ihe above tranſaction, Mr. Winchefter appears 
like: an honeſt man, poſſefling his ſoul in patience, 


in the midſt of oppoſition and contumely. Among 


ſome men, however, patience, meekneſs, and love, go 
for nothing. Nay, there are profeſſors of the goſpel who 
ſeem to think them rather as marks of hereſy, than 


as characters of the diſciples of the meek and lowly 15 


** 


Jeſus: I once heard a reſpectable orthodox miniſter 


preach to a large audience of orthodox hearers; who 


had juſt before excluded a miniſter. from their body, 


for holding the damnable hereſy of the reftoration ; and 


aſter deſcribing the deadly evil of the ſentiment.— 


he faid, that ſome men who had embraced it, were 


really holy men ! Wonder not at this, my brethren, 


continued the preacher, * for heretics. are; often the 


- #oheft of men.“ If this deſcription of a heretic be 


a heretic ſinneth, is ſubverted, and ſelf-condemn- 


end.“ The fact is, that in the Apoſtle's account, no 
honeft upright Chriſtian was a heretic, though ſuch 


an one might be in an error; but in modern account 
every man is an —_— who differs from the . 
rity. 


ig Notwithſtanding ths dium minke Mr. Winchet 


ter was under at Philadelphia, he perſevered, and roſe 


ſuperior to the difficultics of his ſituation, and con- 

tinued to preach both with reſpect, and ſucceſs. On 
tze fourth: of January, 1782, he preached the ſer - 
3 mon. A the _ nee in was after- 


5 true, the Apoſtle was much miſtaken when he ſaid, 


„%% 
wards printed. The intention of it was to comfort 
his friends who had been excommunicated for their 
attachment to the univerſal doctrine; and it is "00S 5 
calculated for the purpoſe. | 

Whether he preached any where elſe but at Phila 
delphia, during his ſtay in that city afterward, I do 
not know, but it appears the doctrine ſpread in Ame- 
rica; for in his preface to the ſecond edition of his' 
Dialogues on the Univerſal Refloration, which was pub- 
liſhed in London in 1792. He ſays, In America, 
where T once ſtood almoſt alone in the Univerfal Doc- 
trine ; there are now many miniſtens who teſtify this 
goſpel of the free grace of God, and they have form- 
ed a connection of their ſocieties, who meet yearly 
by their repreſentatives, at Philadelphia. In the fame 
preface alſo he expreſſed a hope of ſeeing an union of 
the ſame kind among the miniſters and churches of 
the univerſal perſuaſion in England; but * 85 not 
live to ſee this deſirable event. 
During his ſtay at Philadelphia, bes pablicbed 
| alſo, two or three other ſermons and tracts, which, 
together with the above mentioned ones, found their 
way to London, where they were received very dif- 
ferently by different perſons. Several of the Baptiſt 
Calviniſt miniſters, who had heard of his former ſuc-" pe 
ceſs in his public labours, greatly lamented his fally 
as they affected to call it, Some of the more rigid 
of n n his mY "my great denen = 
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period, there had been ſeveral witneſſes to the Uni- 


( 40 ) 


| ing, That God would cut, him off from the earth in 


a ſey months, by ſome awful judgment. Others, 
That God would preſerve his life, but would bring 
him to poverty, contempt, and reproach; would 
make him an outeaſt upon earth, as an example to 
all who ſhould afterwards depart from the truth, i. e. 
Calviniſm. Thus did theſe diſcerning men, and judges 
of the world, determine his condition. Some in 
America were not behind in their prophecies of evil 
concerning him. One of bis old friends in particu- 
lar, was very ſevere, and addreſſed himſelf to Mr. 
Wincheſter in the following words: Mind what 1 


tell you. In fix months from this time, you will turh | 


© Deſt, and deny all revealed religion: and in twelve 


c months you will turn Atheiſt, deny the being of : 


God, and abandon. yourſelf to all kinds! of open. 


76 wickedneſs.” I do not mention theſe inſtances of 


religious madneſs to reflect on any party of Chriſtians; 


but merely to expoſe an improper arid wicked ſpirit; 


let it be found wherever it may. If I was to fee any 


thing of a ſimilar nature among the Univerſaliſts, 1 


would expoſe it in the ſame manner. Before this 


verſal doctrine in England, and even ſome i in the laſt 


century; but as yet, there was no congregation. that 
openly profeſſed it. However, there wer 
thinking, retired Chriſtians of that ſentiment, who, 
uſed to meet in a private room in London, and 


' a few 


Gareh the „ and explain them to each . 
other. 


1 


other, among was Mr. John Cue, a gentleman of 


extenſive acquaintance with the original ſeriptures; 
and Mr. Richard Clarke, late Rector of St. Phillip's, 
Charleſtown, South Carolina, and afterwards Lectu- 


rer at Stoke Newington, near London: this gentle- 


man is a polite ſcholar, well read in the claffics, but 


particularly acquainted with the oriental languages. 


His writings in defence of the Reftoration (many of 
which are now out of print) are in confiderable efti- 
mation in the learned world: The late Dr. Edward 


Young, author of the Night Thoughts, and the late 
learned Biſhop Newton, author of Diſſertations on 
the Prophecies which have been fulfilled, particularly 
recommended ſeveral of them. There was alfo 4 


Mr. Edmond Clegg, author of An Eſſay upon the 
two Witneſſes ſpoken. of in the Revelations, and an 
addreſs to Calviniſts and Arminians Denn the 
doctrine of Election. He was a perſon of great na- 
tural abilities, and a very good ſpeaker. Theſe, with 


a few others, uſed to meet in a large room near 


Shoreditch Church. Mr. Cue, abovementioned, has 


Z juſt now furniſhed me with ſome particulars relative 


to this original ſociety of Univerfaliſts in England; 
which as it is ſomewhat curious, I will here inſert; 
They began to aſſemble about the year 1778. Among 


them perſons of all ſentiments and perſuaſions had 


free acceſs, and full liberty to controvert any of their 


opinions, if they thought proper; meetings f for this 
. were, held. every Tueſday evening. Theſe 
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were ſometimes pretty numerouſly attended, and ſe- 
veral clergymen of the Eſtabliſhment as well as Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters, were often preſent: ſome of whom 
would oppoſe, while others would defend the Reſto- 
ration. In this manner the doctrine began to be 
known and talked of. This ſociety had alſo their 
meetings for wor ſhip on the Lord's day, of a more 
private nature, in a ſmall room near Moorfields. 

Their worſhip viſually began with ſinging, prayer and 
reading the ſcriptures, then followed. an invitatian to 


any perſon preſent either to explain what had been 


read, or to make any enquiry reſpecting any point 
in theology. The ſubjects commonly attended to 
were, doctrinal, experimental, and practical chriſtia- 
nity; the harmony of the Old and New Teſtaments; 
the Law, with its various types and ſhadows, as ful- 
filled ; in Chriſt; Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, 
compared with the hiſtory of their fulfilment in the 
ſufferings of Chrift and the following glory ; the con- 
nettion between Univerſal Reſtoration and particular 
perſonal election: | alſo the perfect and compleat 
atonement for the ſin of the whole world, which 


5 Chriſt Gniſhed | upon the croſs, as, connected. with 
: future rewards and puniſhments; the diſtinction be- 


tween the M illenium, and the New Heavens and New 


| Earth; the proper and ſeparate idea given in the ori- 


ginal Scriptures, of words which convey the perpe- 


tuity of the Divine exiſtence, and thoſe which ſet 


n the limitation of all future puniſhment. Their 


numbers 


(Ss) 


numbers being rather increaſed, they attempted to 
get a larger place to meet in, but as nothing offered, 


Mir. Clegg opened his own houſe for that purpoſe, 


where they met till the year 1783, when Mr. Clegg 
was invited to America, to ſuperintend a manufacto- 
ry. When he left the ſociety, be went firſt to Ire- 


land, where he ſtaid ſome weeks, taking his ſon Ri- 


chard with him, concerning whoſe remarkable Provi- 
dential deliverance, fee the Univerſaliſt's Miſcellany 
for 1797, No. X. page 452. While Mr. C. was in 
Ireland, Mr. R. Clarke re-publiſhed The Outcaſt 
Comforted. By this piece, the ſociety firſt heard of 
Mr. Wincheſter as a Univerſaliſt, and immediately 
gave Mr. Clegg information of it. It was in conſe- 
quence of this that when he arrived in Philadelphia, 
he called upon Mr. W., who very cordially received 
him, and by his requeſt, Mr. C. preached for him 


the firſt evening of his arrival in that city. Mr. C N 
died about a year after his arrival in America Ws - 


death was occafioned by breaking a blood veſſel, 


expired in Mr. Wincheſter's arms, full of faith; love, 


and joy, in poſſeſſion of which he had long lived. 


But to return to Mr. Wincheſter. 1 believe — 
married his laſt wife in the year 1784, a circumſtance . 
which he lamented all the days of bis life, as the 


great unhappineſs of her temper, was eyer afterward . 


a ſource of perpetual diſquiet to him. 


I have been oſten aſked by his 1 «Why 


1 he come to England? And have heard ſome 


8 * „ wiſh, | 
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wiſh, that, the ſhip, dich brought him -had been 
ſwallowed up in the great deep before it had touch- 
ed our ſhore. The wiſh is wicked, and the queſ- 
tion impertinent. Doubtleſs he had a right to go 
to any place where he thought his duty called hun. 
I believe that he came to this iſland becauſe Provi- 
dence had a great work for him to do. 

It is true he had no invitation from any man, nor 
any acquaintance, or even correſpondence with any 
perſon here; though he had heard that there were 


Vniverſaliſts here, by means of Mr. Clegg. He 


knew alſo the common prejudice of mankind in this 
country, againſt his peculiar views of the Goſpel, ſo 
that he could have no proſpect of emolument. But 
he has told me, that for ſome years he had a ſtrong 
impreſſion on his mind that he ought to come to 
England, and that he had a meflage to deliver here. 
However, no way ſeemed to open to enable him to 


come, yet the impreſſion continued and grew ſtrong- 


er, till at laſt he thought he could not be in the way 
of duty. if he did not come immediately. He there- 
fore told his congregation at Philadelphia the ſtate of 
his mind, and added, that he ſhould take his paſſage 


immediately for London, which be did the fame hour, 
and in forty eight hours after, the ſhip failed. His 
friends, who much reſpected him, were ſurprized, and 
ſome of them much grieved, but they ſhewed their 
affection to him by making ſuch proviſion. for: him 
| and his wite, | in the voyage, as the ſhortneſs of the 


time 


({ 48> )) 15 
tune would permit. It is natural to ſuppoſe that T 
many blamed him for the apparent haſtinefs of his . 4 
conduct, but he was ſatisfied that buy. was Eng the ＋ 
will of God. | 1 E 
| He arrived in London 5 TOS 1787; on "_O_ 7 
29th day of chat month. He was a ſtranger in a mY 
ſtrange land. Without acquaintance, without con- fy 
nection, without money; and in the eyes of the pro- | 2 5 
feſlors of Chriſtianity in general, without character. Wal 
If the evils which his enemies had foretold ſhould 4. 
come upon him, were true, now N the time for | | 5 | 
their fulfilment. at 
Richard Clegg, before mentioned; had' a -bratliah nl 
in London, named John, who was a member of the 1 f 
Univerſaliſts' Society. To him he ſent a letter with 'RE 
the following lines in it.“ Mr. Elhanan Wincheſter, 14. 
© the bearer of this, a gentleman of diftinguiſhed! _ I | 
« piety, and a particular friend of our late dear pa- tt 
« rent, I with to introduce- to you, and to all our 1 
« friends ; and would have you cultivate his acquaint- i L 
« ance, as I believe you will receive great pleaſare” | |. 
from the converſation of a perſon of his abilities.” | jb 
This was all the recommendation he hac. 1 
His reception in England was very cold and diſ- | 191 


couraging at firſt, except by Mr. Cue, Mr. Bicknell, 

maſter: of a large boarding: ſchool at Ponder's Eud, 

and one or two more, who were Univerſaliſts, and 

| | who exerted. themſelves to the utmoſt to get a place Ir 
' | for him to preach in, The firſt place which offered 1 
; was | 
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vas the Baptiſt Meeting-houſe, in Black «fields, 
Southwark, where he preached twice: the laſt ſer- 
ſermon was to recommend a charity-ſchool. Then 
at the late Mr. Maxfield's Meeting, Moorfields, two 
or three times. But theſe places were ſoon ſhut 
_ againſt him on account of his ſentiments. His friends, 
"+ the number of whom was now ſomewhat increaſed, 
took a large ſchool-room in Store-ſtreet, Tottenham- 
court Road. He-preached alſo. at Mr. Thwaite's 
Chapel, in the Borough. In this latter place he began 
to deliver his Courſe of Lectures en the Prophecies 
which remain to be fulfilled. Theſe were afterwards 
delivered at Glaſshouſe-Yard alſo. It ſeems the plan 
of this valuable work was formed, and the work itſelf 
digeſted, before he left America. And to deliver 


theſe: Lectures in London, I have always thought 


was his great inducement for coming here. No doubt 
but London is, on ſeveral accounts, the moſt praper 
place on the globe for the diſſemination of religious 
truth; and I tbink it a happineſs to the world, that 
our deceaſed friend made this I work public 
in this great city. | 

In the year 1788 he preached at the Meeting-houſe 
in Worſhip-Street, on a Sunday morning, and at 
 Glaſs-Houſe Yard in the evening, at which places he 
continued' to labour with great acceptance till the 
Chapel in Parliament-Court was taken for him, where, 
e thy Chapel is not a ſmall one, yet it was in 


genere! 


4 8-1. 
general too ſmall for the con gregation. Thus 44 
his faith triumph over difficulties. 

As he came to England under the moſt diſcou- 
raging circumſtances, it is with pleaſure that I men- 
tion the great acceptance which he almoſt univerſally 
met with wherever he went. No doubt but the no- 
velty of the doctrine which he taught had ſome influ- 


ence on his popularity ; but independent of that, he 


certainly poſſeſſed uncommon gifts as a preacher, 
His memory, which was retentive above that of almoſt 


every other man, was united with great depth of 
judgment and ſprightlineſs of imagination, ſo that 


whatever he had read which could illuſtrate his ſub- 
ject, he would repeat it with the greateſt eaſe and 
correctneſs, But three things above all others made 
his public labours and his converſation acceptable: 
he poſſeſſed an extenſive knowledge of the Serip- 


tures, and a moſt fervent piety towards God. Theſe, 


with an habitual cheerfulneſs of temper, were e 
evident in his deportment. 5 
Many perſons have an idea that he could E 


on no other ſubje& but the Reſtoration; but thoſe, £ 
who conſtantly attended his | miniſtry know the vaſt - 


variety of themes on which he uſed to treat; expe- 
rimental and practical ſubjects eſpecially were his 
delight; and the reaſon why he ſo frequently treated 


on the Univerſal Doctrine was not owing to chdice, 


but aroſe from the neceſſity of circumſtances. There 
was no other perſon who en. and with the ſame 
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in 3 © 
perſpicuity was able to ſtate and defend it: for though 
the doctrine was believed, and well underſtood by ſe- 
veral before be came to England, as appears by the 
- account of the Univerſaliſts before given; yet there 
generally, among all the profeflors of it, was a degree 
of obſcurity in the ſtatement of it, which hindered its 
progreſs. The evidence was moſtly brought from 
tte types and figures of the Law, which, though they 
certainly teach the univerſality and final efficacy of 
Divine Love, yet do by no means contain the full 
evidence of it; nor, perhaps, are they calculated to 
conyey much conviction to the minds of Chriſtians. 
The wiſdom of the Divine conduct ought to be 
here obſerved, in giving that degree of light to 
| ſome ſerious minds, which enabled them to receive 
and hold feſt the truth, and in their degree to 
bear their teſtimony to it, till a proper time ſhould 
arrive for its more clear developement and publi- 
cation. The doctrines, . * That God will have al 
emen to be reſtored and come to the knowledge of 
* the truth, and that Jeſus - Chriſt gave | himſelf a 
«'a-rariſom for all men,” are ſaid by the Apoſtle to be 
for a teſtimony in due ſeaſon : literally, a teſtimony 
for its own the. That is, I conceive, a time fit and 
ſuitable for-it. There was a great fitheſs in the time 
of preaching the Goſpel to the Gentiles. The Jews 
| had rejected the offers of ſalvation, and put many 
fulſe gloſſes both upon the Law and the Prophets, 
and though their own Scriptures contained many 
prophecics of the calling of the Gentiles, yet they 
underſtood 
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< 3 
| underdsed them not; but thought it Went wickedveſs 
in the Apoſtles, wo preached to the Gentiles that they | 
might be ſaved ; and Paul ſays that this myſtery was 
kept hid in God from ages Ind generations that were 
paſſed, but was manifeſted to the Apoſtles by le 
foriptures of the. Prophets. So is there a great fitneſs + _ 
in the clear publication of the Reſtitution of All Things | 
by Chriſt Jeſus, in the preſent time, or age of the 
church. It is evident that hitherto, ſince the Refor- 
mation, there has been no unity of ſpirit, not agree 
ment of ſentiment, among the profeſſors of chriſti- _ 
anity. They have deen, ; and are yet, dich | into 
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about the extent ap divine loye, ad the el of : 


Chriſt. In England, one party has produced a 7 
Whitfield, the other a Weſtley,” The firſt has brougl | 
forward a Watts, with his © Ruin and Recover x 
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Man; the other à Fleicher, with his“ Scripture Se: 
I do not mention a multitude of other writerson = 
fides, whoſe zeal for ſentiment has been marked with 
rage, and who have deſcended from the cool f id © 
ſober diſquiſition of principles, to perſonal Inver Ve, 
and defamation of character; by which chriſtianity 
itſelf has ſuffered, and has been degraded 3 in the 7 

_ of the world. Unthinking profeſſors on both ſides 

have a ſupreme contempt for each other.” Candid 
and ſerious minds have given up the controverſy” as. 
endleſs and hopelefs, and fit down with a part of the 
HO only in Weir poſſeſſion, not being able to 
| H e ee 
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1 . 
| underſtand the. reſt. The reſult of every. thing i is 
that a path 1s prepared for infidelity, which is coming 
in as an overwhelming flood, nor is it . poſſible for 
Calviniſm or Arminianiſin effectually to withſtand it, 
as neither of theſe ſyſtems embrace the whole of re- 
velation. Nothing but the full diſplay of grace to all 
men in Chriſt J ſeſus, — nothing but the ſovereign diſ- 
coyery of the character of the living God, as the 
re reftorer of all men, but eſpecially of thoſe that bellows, 
can ſuit the wants of the preſent day. 

Mr. Wincheſter was ſo fully perſuaded of the uti- 
| lity of the Univerſal Doctrine in uniting the jarring 
ſentiments of Chriſtians, and withſtanding infidelity 
by harmonizing the ſcriptures, that he frequently in- 
ſiſted upon this point both in public and private, and 

| 42 wiſhed to impreſs it upon the minds of all 
is friends. During the time he reſided in London 

e pſually ſpent three months in preaching in the 
country, generally to large cot  \ 
which he ſeemed to viſit with moſt pleaſure, 
| were, Chatham, Birmingham, Wiſbeach, and Fleet 
in Lincolnſhire, at cach of which places there were 
many truly pious and amiable perſons, who were by 
the deep leading of the Holy Spirit brought into the 
temper of love, and thereby prepared for the full doc- 
trine of i it, which they received with great cordiality 


EEEZ 


its truth, from his ne or preaching. I doubt 
not but there are many others in this country who _ 
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are in the ſame ſtate of preparation for the aN 


A few months before his unexpected departure from 
England, he propoſed a plan to me which had for 


ſome time occupied his mind, and which, had he 


remained a few months longer, would have been car- 
ried into execution. He had long laboured alone, 
and when I came forward and avowed the Univerſal 
Doctrine, his views of future uſefulneſs ſeemed to be re- 


vived; and he thought he ſhould have opportunity to go 
to many more places in the country, to carry the good 


news of univerſal love. He therefore propoſed that Þ# 
ſhould ſupply his place at Parliament Court Chapel, 

while he travelled and preached from place to place, 
and then that he ſhould ſtop a few weeks i in London, 
and I ſhould travel; and ſo keep on. By his ſudden 
removal, this excellent plan was fruſtrated, and Iam. 


left as it were alone, and the odium' which ſo FER 


_ dantly was poured upon him, has in ſome meaſure 
alighted upon me; nevertheleſs, I am not without 
hope of ſeeing the plan carried into execution, when 
God ſhall raiſe up help ſufficient ; which I hope is 
not far diſtant. 

It now remains that fomething be ſaid of the a 
of his leaving England, which, as it was not gene 
rally known, has by different perſons been attributed 
to various cauſes ; but the real reaſon was known to 


his friends, who, though they lamented the circum- . 


ſtance, yet they univerſally acquitted him of all r 
blame. He was ever remarkable for his attention 


H3 — ũ 
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to Mrs. Wincheſter, whoſe mclinations FI alien - 
gratified i in every thing, as far as duty to God would 
permit. To moſt people they appeared to live to- 
gether very happily, but ſome of thoſe who were moſt . 
acquainted with him ſaw that ſomething always de- 


preſſed his mind; as he never ſaid any thing of the 


cauſe of it, even to his moſt intimate friends, they 
could only gueſs at the reaſon of his depreſſion. At 
length a circumſtance of rage and impetuoſity of tem- 
| per in Mrs. W. brought to light a ſeries of acts of 
cruelty on her part, and of patience and ſubmiſſion 
on his, which were very ſurpriſing. On May the 


ftrſt, ſeventeen hundred and ninety-four, he left his 


houſe in the morning, and as he did not return in 
the evening, ſhe ſent to ſeveral of his friends to en- 
quire for him ; declaring that ſhe knew no cauſe of 
his abſence, but was afraid that ſome evil had befallen 
him. By the next morning a general alarm was ſpread _ 
among Mr. W.'s friends, and an advertiſement was 
inſerted in ſome morning papers, and the watch-houſes. 
were ſearched, under a ſuppoſition. that he had fal. 
len dead in a fit, and had been conveyed ſomewhere 
by the watchmen, In the meantime Mrs. W. appear- 
ed in the greateſt diſtreſs ; declaring that he left her 
with the utmoſt aftection, without intimating any 
deſign of being out longer than uſual. A number 
of his friends were aſſembled at his houſe, condoling 
with Mrs. Wincheſter, who appeared inconſolable ; 
when the following letter was received by Mr. H. W. 
* Mortimer 2 


; 1 : 1 TY | 1 London, 


6539 
London, Me by 1, 151 


« ay VERY DEAR FRIEND, 


« Your ſorrow cannot be greater in reading this 
| mournful epiſtle, than mine is in writing it. I hardly. 
know whether I can diſcloſe, even to you, the real 
cauſe of my abſence, as I never before mentioned my 
caſe to any perſon, hoping for ever to have conceal- 
ed it. Here perhaps you ſtand aſtoniſhed, as well 
you may, when I tell you that J have been driven 
from my own houſe, by the hands of my wife, and 
have hardly eſcaped with my life, being much bruiſ- 
ed, and my face much ſwelled by the blows which T 
have received: but as I have eſcaped, I return hum- 
ble thanks to God who gave me my exiſtence :/ in 
him J have put my truſt for many years, and in him 
I confide, notwithſtanding the darkneſs which at pre- 
ſent ſurrounds me. My poor unhappy wife! (for 1 
can now ſpeak freely of her) is of the moſt violent 
temper by far of any perſon that Jever ſaw, or I think 
ever read of, even in fiction. I knew ſomething” of 
this before I married her; but thinking I could cer- 
tainly conduct myſelf in ſuch a manner as to make 
her happy, and determining to bear every thing pa- 
tiently, I ventured to engage in the fatal bond. In 
a ſew weeks ſhe began to exert her authority, to which 
I too imprudently gave way; but if I had not fo 
done I muſt have left my houſe, and what would 
have TR" me much ts: I- muſt 1 
2 8 
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* ſphere of uſefulneſs. Often have I borne the bittereſt 


taunts, mockings, curſings, and the moſt horrid im- 
precations, yea, and the moſt violent blows, for the 
ſmalleſt trifles, even when no offence has been intend- 
ed ; while I have fallen upon my knees, wept, pray- 
ald, ſpoke kindly, and aſked pardon, as though I had 
committed the greateſt fault. At firſt ſhe would 
- Jometimes ſeem aſhamed, after her anger had ſub- 
fided, and would aſk my forgiveneſs; but of late 
years ſhe has diſcovered no compunction for her con- 
duct, and her temper has often riſen to ſuch a height 
from a word or any thing that ſhe diſliked. —An in- 
ſtance of which J will give you. About a year ago, 
I was going one day to Chatham, and had an order 
for ſome boaks in the country, which required me to 
go out a little before the time: as moſt of the books 
which I wanted were in the veſtry, I took the keys of 
the Chapel, and got them, put them up and carried 
them to Mr. Hall's at the Bridge-foot, and as I bad a 
little time to ſpare, owing to the coach being half an 
hour later than uſual, I ſat down and ate a bit of din- 
ner; and as the keys would have been cumberſome 
to carry, I left them there. Mrs. Hall happened on 
Sunday to mention to Mrs. Wincheſter, that I dined 
there on Thurſday, that I ſeemed to be well and cheer- 
ful, and that I left the keys of the chapel at her houſe. 
When I returned on Monday, I brought with me the 
fad news of the death of my dear brother in America, 
= * und. a letter on the table confirming the fatal 
* tidings4 25 


C 55 * e 9 
dings; this did not hinder her from rating me as s the 
dirtieft dog in the world, for ſtopping to dine at Mr! 
Hall's, and leaving my keys there. At firſt I was 
willing to believe ſhe was in jeſt, not ſeeing how I 
could be wrong in ſo ſmall a matter; hut ſhe ſoon 
convinced me that ſhe was in earneſt, wiſhing me 
dead, and curſing me in the moſt. ſhocking manner. 
She carried the matter ſo high, that I never felt the 
loſs of my dear brother in the leaft, any more than 
though it had never happened. The firſt night after 
this ſhe refuſed to ſleep with me, went to another 
bed, and declared ſhe would never ſleep with me 
again. This ſhe continued for three days and nights, 
upbraiding me that my crime was worſe than adulte- 
ry and murder, and at times curſing me in a way that 
is too horrible to mention. During this I went out 

one day with a full determination to leave her; but 
calling at your houſe, I had ſome religious converſa- 
tion with you, which ſo calmed my mind that I went 

home again. Jou may remember you told me .I 
looked poorly: alas! had you known what I then 
felt, you would have pitied me indeed. 

I ſhall now give you a few hints of the dreadful 
quarrel of this unhappy. day, which brought about 
that event of which I have been ſo long afraid. Mrs. 

W. and the maid had a few words in the morning 
about fix o'clock. About ſeven I read the four firſt 

f chapters of Matthew, and went to prayer in the fa- 

mily ; after which I was more than commonly buriec 
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in thought, uſt then the maid beußht in: Pein 
ſaſt. My wife told her to put on the child's *. things, 

_ and I happened unfortunately: to ſay, What for? 

To go to ſchool? It is not yet eight o clock. Theſe 
were the identical words, and all that I ſaid, which 
ſhe highly reſented, and refuſed to eat her breakfaſt, 
Ipleaded with her, and begged pardon, and told her 


tmhat I ſpoke without thought. She replied, I was a 


bar; and that I ſpoke from contradiction to her, be- 
cauſe ſhe had blamed the maid for not riſing earlier. 
I ſaid, my dear, I have begged your pardon, and to 
a generous mind; I ſhould think that would be ſuf- 
ficient. At this ſhe roſe into 'a perfect fury, and 
went into the next room. I fat and prayed a while 

and then went into the room to her, — ſhe flew at me 
in the greateſt rage imaginable, with the ' moſt op- 
probrious language, ſtriking me with all her power, 
and telling me that T had always ſtudied to make her 
unhappy. I:mildly replied, that if J had taken as 
much pains to pleaſe God, and to be a chriſtian, as 
had taken to pleaſe her, I ſhould have been one of 
the foremoſt chriſtians in England. She went on 
_ curſing me and threatening my life, telling me that 
I ſpoke! another word, ſhe would take up the poker 
and ſplit my ſcull; and indeed ſhe frequently took it 
up ſeemingly with that intention. At laſt ſhe curſed 
r till ber wreath was gone, and! CT 
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thought that ſhe 2 would have died upon the pot She 


then threw herſelf into a chair, wept aloud, and ſeem- 


ed in hyſterics through the violence of paſſion; at 
length ſhe recovered herſelf again, and went on curſ- 


ing as before, calling me liar, and ſwearing by the 


great and awful name, that ſhe would kill both me 


and herſelf. O, my friend, it is impoſſible for me to 
expreſs the feelings of my ſoul during all this. As 
ſhe continued raving, I went to the deſk, and took 
out, a little box containing fourteen guineas and a 
half. I ſhould have only taken a part of it if I had 
had time to have divided it; but that I could not do. 
I then made ſeveral attempts to get to the front door 
and get it open; but ſhe as oſten reſiſted me, and 
flying upon me, drove me again into the room: tell- 
ing me to go out if I dared, if I did ſhe would ſcream 


murder. I then came in and fat calnly down. She 


was in ſuch à rage that ſhe could not bear to ſce mez 
but kept on threatening my life in ſuch a manner, 
that J judged it beſt, and reſolved accordingly, that 


if I could get ſafely out of the houſe, to return no 
more. Bleſſed be God, after a little more time I ef- 


fected it, and ſhe did not follow me out. I walked 
away, met two of my acquaintance, but did not diſ- 


cloſe a word of the matter. I called at your houſe, 
you was not at home; I ſhook your brother by the 


hand, and tore myſelf away,—probably to ſee you no. 
more till we meet a little hence, where the wicked 


ccaſe from troubling, and where the weary are at 
I : reſt, 


(5) 


reſt. I reflect with great ſatisfaction, that in the 
higheſt quarrels I never gave one blow; nor, as I re- 
member, one harſh word. But this conduct ſhe call- 
ed provoking, and inſulting. The ſacrifice I make 
this day, is by far greater than it would have been to 
have laid down my life in defence of the glorious. 
cauſe in which I was engaged. I believe few have 
yer felt what I have endured ; and yet I have hither- 
W never complained. But alas! alas! all the pains 
F have uſed for the ſalvation of my companion have 
proved vain and fruitleſs. I now retire to ſave my 
own ſoul. I ſhall endeavour to ſpend the few days 
I have yet to live, in earneſt prayer to God, and in 
the deepeſt humiliation and mourning. As who in- 
deed could chuſe but mourn in my condition ? To 
all thoſe who may cenſure me for this ſtep, (of which 
I have ſo long been afraid, and have now been com- 
pelled to adopt) I would ſay as my laſt advice, © Judge 

nothing before the time when the Lord ſhall come, 
who both will bring to light the hidden things of dark- 
neſs, and make manifeſt the counſels of the heart, 
and then ſhall every man have praiſe of God,” As 
for my temporal affairs they were in a proſperous con- 


dition; but I was always afraid of this circumſtance 


which is come upon me. 1 do not owe thirty pounds 
in the world, except to yourſelf. I have left effects 
much more than enough to pay, and I ſend you en- 
cloſed a bill of exchange on Mr. Thomas Armatt, 
merchant in Second-ſtreet, Philadelphia, He has a 
= little 


6190 } 


little property of mine in his hands, enough to pay 
you. He is a good and faithful man, and will, I have 
no doubt, immediately honour his bill. 


* am fo overwhelmed with trouble, that I won- 


der I have been able to write at all; but God is 
good. Farewell.——Beſt love to all friends, and if 
they think of me, let their prayers aſcend to God on 
my behalf. 
I could wiſh that care might be taken of my un 
happy wife. As for the truth of this narrative, Trean 
ſay, The God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
- Who is bleſſed for ever more, knoweth that J lie not, 
nor have I told one half, nor a tenth part; but you 
can never find any corroborating evidence of what I 

write. TI have always kept the matter concealed from 


my neareſt friends. I feel unutterable anguiſh in 


being thus forced to part from you all. I add no 


more, but that I am your greatly afflicted friend, 


$520 ELHANAN WINCHESTER.” 


Mr. Mortimer went asc upon the recep- 
tion of the above letter, to Mrs. Wincheſter's houſe, 
where many friends were actually condoling with 
her. The letter was read before them, and the maid 
ſervant confirmed the truth of it as far as ſhe had been 
witneſs to the circumſtances ; and Mrs, Wincheſter 


herſelf, after ſome ineffectual prevarication, confeſ- 
fed the facts. 


Perhaps it may be thought by ſome, improper to 
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Inſert the above account, as they may conceive it to 
be a reflection on Mr. Wincheſter's character. I an- 
ſwer, firſt, The ſtatement is true, and therefore it 
ought to be brought forward, as the real reaſon of his 

leaving England. Secondly, Though the above facts 
do not attach any immorality to Mr. Wincheſter's 
character, yet they exhibit an inſtance of pitiable 
weakneſs in a man, who otherwiſe, was great and 
good; and it becomes the faithfulneſs of hiſtory, to 
repreſent men as they actually were. In this man- 
ner, the ſacred hiſtorians always wrote, even when 
they recorded the actions of the holieſt men: and 
this impartiality is a great recommendation of the 
ſeriptures. Thirdly, This ſimple narrative may have 
a good effect upon many who read it, in teaching 
them not to think too highly of any man ; but to look 
more to Chriſt, their only perfect head: and alſo it 
may be a warning to huſbands and wives to keep 
their proper place, as the only way to inſure their 
happineſs, and that of their families. 2 
Various were the reports of the cauſe of Mr. Win- 
Acker s ſudden departure. His friends were left in 


great perplexity, and the enemies of the Univerſal. | 
Doctrine exulted much in expectation that the cauſe, 


would ſoon expire. On May the fifth, Mr. Morti- 


mer received another letter, of which the en is 
ye ſubſtance. -- 


(61) 


- MY VERY DEAR PRIEND, | 

No doubt but you and all my numerous Fh 
are anxious to know how I ſupport the dreadful ſhock, 
and what my preſent thoughts are; and whether I 
find the comforts of religion -of that yaſt importance 
| to myſelf in this hour of greateſt trial, as J have fre- 
quently repreſented them to others? To this I can 


anſwer as a dying man, I do find that my confidence 


in God has not failed, yet I have felt and ſuffered: 
moſt ſeyerely, as muſt be imagined, by reaſon of the 
amazing tenderneſs of my ſpirits, and my very low 


ſtate of health. I ſhould have found the trouble in- 
.ſupportable if it had not been for the power of an 
Almighty arm. I have alſo the conſciouſneſs of in- 


nocence, and the teſtimony of a good conſcience in 
the ſtep I have been at laſt compelled to take, whieb 


has been before my mind for years paſt, and which 1 


have oſten ſpread before the Lord in the bittereſt 


agony of my ſpirit, and have begged his direction 


with all the powers of my ſoul. 1 may indeed ſa 


with Job, * The thing which I greatly feared is come Wh 


© upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come 
« unto me. I was not in ſafety, neither had I reſt, 

neither was I quiet, yet trouble came. Mark me, 
and be aſtoniſned, and lay your hand upon 


« mouth. Even when I remember, I am afraid, ol. 

© trembling taketh hold of my fleſh. Have pity upon 
© me, have pity upon me, O ye, any friends, for the: . 
9 hand of God hath touched me.“ 
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cc Ho amazingly ſuitable to my own caſe is the ſer- 
mon I preached laſt Sunday evening! What I do, 
thou knoweſt not now, but thou ſhalt know here- 
after.” You remember in what an affecting manner 
Lrepreſented the trial of old Jacob, when he exclaim- 
ed, “ All theſe things are againſt me!“ and that of 
Joſeph, when he was long confined in the priſon be- 
cauſe he would not fin; little dreaming how ſoon I 
was to go through a ſcene of {Ow Foe equal 
to theirs, | 
I cannot help drawing ſomething of a n 
between the ſuffering of our Lord and my own trials. 
He was highly honoured by the multitude, and was 
in the moſt ſplendid pitch of his glory, as it might be 
on Sunday, and the next Friday hung agonizing on 
a croſs; thus I on Sunday laſt might have been 
thought one of the happieſt mortals, all things were 
pleaſant ; we rode in ſtate, conducted in a chariot to 
a place of worſhip, attended by crowds, borne upon 
the wings of faith and love, and all the ſcene was 
charming; and yet, O fickle world! on the following 


me Thurſday and Friday I was crucified to the world, 
and the world to me! 1 am now crucified indeed 


I have long perceived that there was one point in 


> which I was fo far from being dead to the world, that 
I as tremblingly alive in every nerve; and that was 


in ambition-to pleaſe my wife, and make her happy, 
and to deſire happineſ@from ber. To all other things 
| 1 was dead; as to 3 did not care in the ſmalleſt 


degree 


16%) 


degree for wealth, but for her ſake I 1. hard to 
lay up ſomething for her if ſhe ſhould outlive me, 
that ſhe might be comfortable and eaſy. I ſought to 
pleaſe none in particular, but her alone, yet others 


were generally pleaſed with me, but the more I tried 


to pleaſe her, the more ſhe was diſpleaſed with me. 
To popular applauſe I have been dead for many years, 
but a certain pleaſure aroſe from her approbation 
which I did not feel from all the world beſide; the 
anger of others I counted as nothing, but her's gave 


me inexpreſſible pain, to that degree that I have 


fallen upon my knees before her, and burſting into 


| tears, have begged ten thouſand pardons 'for ſome 
trifling offence, too ridiculous to mention, but which 
has filled her with indeſcribeable rage; and if J»was 


ever ſo happy as to hear her lips after the deepeſt hut 
miliation pronounce. my pardon, my fooliſh heart 


danced for joy: but that was ſeldom, and what Was 
worſe, have had the ſame thing thrown at me an 
hundred times over and over, even for years aſter, in 
almoſt every fit of paſſion. In ſhort I have endeas 


voured to pleaſe her at any rate, let what would be 
the conſequence, even though I have ſometimes given 


occaſion, to my friends to be offended with me, have 
wounded. my own conſcience, and diſpleaſed my 
God. She was my only idol, ſhe ſtood between me 


and my God. For her ſake I have finned, and by : 


her I have been ſeverely puniſhed. She has been the 


inſtrument, but I view the. juſtice of the awful, ſe- 


_ vere, 
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| here, and ſhameful puniſhment as coming from the | 
hand of God, in a manner not to be conceived by 
vou. To ſhew you how very exemplary this puniſh» 


ment is, I ſhall juſt mention to you that I was called 
by grace in the 19th year of my age, and in the ſame 
year I married my firſt wife; I ſoon might have per- 


' ceived, if I had been properly attentive, that God had 


not called me to a domeſtic life, for her firſt ſon was 
born dead, and ſhe lay a long time in the greateſt 
agonies before ſhe could be delivered. It ſeemed to 


be ſpoken to my heart, I think before that event, as 3 


though it had been ſaid, God will never ſuffer you 
to have any children to live.” The next was a daugh- 
ter, which was born alive, but was always weakly, 


and died at about ſeventeen months old , and I have 
never had a living child born fince : ſhe had tw la- 
bours afterwards, in the laſt of which ſhe died, after 


having been married to me five years and eight 
months! Oh had I been as wiſe as I now am, and 
given up my heart wholly to God!. but in leſs than a 
year I married again, and in leſs than another year 

my wife came to her time, was deliyered of one dead 


child, but another remaining, ſhe died before ſhe 


could be delivered. Then God commanded me to 


Adͥeqdicate my heart to him, and in addition to the loſs 
TOY of my firſt wife, &c. he viſited me immediately with _. 


week ſevere ſickneſs, in which J was given 
over to die by all that ſaw: me. It was then that I 


; was a to popular applauſe for ever; oy alas! 


Iv 


6 % „ 


7" not yet atolls given up to God, I wee a. 
third wife, one of the ſweeteſt" tempered women chat 


ever I ſaw, "and God was pleaſed, to. make me an in- 


firument for the ſalvation of her ſoul; but before 1 
had been married to her one year, ſhe was. ſuddenly; 
ſtruck by the hand of God, with a mortification in 


her breaſt, which in ſpite of all attempts to ſtop: it, b 
ſpread ſo as to kill her in leſs than eleven days; ſhe. | 


died in great torment of body, almoſt equal to that of 
heing burnt alive, but in great happineſs of mind, and 
the ſent meſſages by me to all her relations and many 


of, her acquaintance, which, by the bleſſing of God, 
proved the converſion of many of them. Then in | 


the time of her ſickneſs my own ſoul was brought into 
greater liberty than I had almoſt ever enjoyed before; 
I was. ſet above the fear of death, above the frowns 


and flatteries of the world, and filled with a zeal for 
the glory of God, and the n of ſouls, to a de- 
gree that I never experienced before nor ſince. Then . 
[ lived ſingle for; two years and a half, and in that 3 
time it is probable that I did more good as an inſtru 
ment, than in all the reſt of my life before and lince, | 


But, alas! I then firſt came to ſettle conſtantly in a 
city, which I am apt to think was not my proper 


place, preaching about from place to place in he. 3 5 


country freely, was the work to which I was called. 
Nor was this all, but I married a fourth time to a 
woman that made a profeſſion of religion, and I have © 


reaſon to nk truly l it; but ſhe diedi ins.» 
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awful manner, bcfore T had been married to her a 


year and nine months, being well one day and very 
_ chearful, and a corpſe before the next riſing fun, 


being taken in labour (ſuppoſed with twins) and gone 

in an inftant. The caſe was now fo evident, that 
ſome of my friends adviſed me to marry no more, but 
dedicate myſelf entirely to the ſervice of God, but I 


_ argued againſt them from the neceſſity of miniſters | 


being married to avoid reproach, &c. &c. Then it 


was that God gave me up to my own way, and ſince 


I did not hearken to the voice of his Providence, fo 


often and ſolemnly repeated, to dedicate myſelf to 


the ſervice of my God, without reſerve or diviſion of 


heart, he ſuffered me to enter into a ſtate of bondage 
indeed; that as he ſaid of the Ifraelites, They ſhall 
be his ſervants; that they may know my ſervice, and 


e ſervice of the kingdoms of the countries.” 2 Ch. 
ii. 8. So I have endured a ſervitude for nine 'years 

and a half, I would not have borne one year for all 
the riches of the earth; for my ſufferings have been 


indeſcribeable. For as I have often faid to my part- 
ner, when ſhe lias been exerciſing her tyranny over 


me, and among other inſults telling me that I never 


| loved at all, I have replied, © My dear, if I did not 


love you more than all the world, I could never bear 
© + this, I once ſhould have judged it e ine 
fiple for me to endure what I bear from you.” She 


Fould then tell me to go away, that ſhe withed: 4 


hs | Fold, and often curſed the day that ever ſhe ſaw 
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me. All this, and ten thouſand times more, made 
me often break forth in the words of the Prophet Mi- | 
cah: © I will bear the indignation of Jehovab, becauſe 
T have finned againſt him, until he plead my cauſe, 
and execute judgment for me: he will bring me forth I 


| to the light, and I ſhall behold his®righteouſneſs,” 


The whole paragraph is exceeding applicable to my 
| caſe, from chap. vii. 5th to 10th verſe. But now Tam 
crucified with Chriſt, he ſuffered extreme pain, ſo do 
I. He deſpiſed the ſhame, ſo do I. His friends 
were greatly diſcouraged and diſheartened at his ſud * 
den, and to them, unexpected ſufferings; ſo are 
mine. Appearances were much againſt him, fo they 
are againſt me. His enemies for a while rejoiced | 
over him, and thought they had finally prevailed, fo 
do mine over me. He was one who ſenſibly felt his 
_ affliction, ſo do I. See my caſe deſcribed exactly in 
my Hymn ccxyiii. Preſſed out of meafure above firength, © 
—and indeed all the hymns. from page 275 to 308, © i. 
are deſcriptive of my own ſtate, and which 1 never 
could have compoſed if my trials had not been ex- © | 
treme beyond expreſſion. But now I am dead, con» + i 
fider me as a dead man, but in Chriſt I now live: + © 1 
could you now hear me ſpeak ! in what a ane, 
manner ſhould I expreſs myſelf from what you eyeF Ne wk 
heard me ! As for the unhappy inftrument of my mi. 15 my 
ſery, ſhe that has given me more pain than all othey = 1 


things in the univerſal world put together, I do not feet 
the ſmalleſt trace of reſentment again her, and [ * "3s "Rl 


every hour for her ſalvation. Why was it that ſhe 
was ſo cruel to me ſhe was kind even to the meaneſt. 
animal. I have often wiſhed for as much tenderneſs 
from her as ſhe would ſhew to a ſtrange cat in the 
ſtreets. * Yet ſhe ſeemed anxious for my life, got 
things that were good for me to take, wiſhed to ſee 
me make a handſome appearance, could not bear to 
hear any body ſpeak againff me; but to me ſhe 
would ſay on the moſt trifling occaſion, all the bitter 
"things that could be mentioned, ſometimes for hours 
| together, when I have made no reply whatever ; then 
perhaps after calling me all the villains, rogues, dogs, 
and ill names that our language unhappily ſupplied 
her with, ſhe would fall upon me to beat me, bite me, 
threatened to tear me in pieces, and take away my 
life! O ſuch ſcenes have I endured as would make 
your blood chill. I knew that I deſerved this fore 


in puniſhment from the hand of God, whom I had in a 


great meaſure forſaken for her, and this kept me ſi- 
lent ; ſee my ccx. Hymn, page 288. O how many 
nights have I laid and cried to my God that he would 
deliver me from ſuch a life, ſo contrary to my natu- 
ral difpoſition, and ſo dangerous to my ſoul ? But ſo 


Was I attached to her, and fo infatuated, that I bore 


from time to time what was ſufficient to drive moſt 
men out of their ſenſes ; but Gad has appeared at laſt; 
and by her own hands compelled me to fly, and that 
with ſuch haſte as not to allow me time to take 4 
fecond ihirt: I have fled for my life, as the Prophet 


dud, 


( 69 ) 
did, when the Queen of Ifract ſwore by her falſe 


| Gods that he ſhould be flain before that time to- 


morrow ; but God fo diſappdinted her, that he never 
ſuffered him to die at all. But how much greater 
was my trial than his, when I heard my own wife, 


the idol of my heart a the delight of mine eyes, 
whom J had ſtudied for many years how I ſhould 


moſt ſerve, oblige, and pleaſe, ſwear by her Maker 
that ſhe would murder me and herſelf, and ſeemed 


determined to do it by refuſing to let me leave the 


room; would accept of no ſubmiſſion, would not 
ſuffer me to ſpeak, nor yet to hold my peace; nay, 
when I looked upon her with eyes of love and pity, 
ſhe told me not to provoke her ſo; and when I caſt 
my eyes down to the ground it was all the ſame. _ 

do not know whether it is poſſible that you 


ſhould believe what L have written, but I was as per- 


fectly maſter of myſelf at the time as I am now, and 
from the nature of things you muſt believe that I re- 


ceived the greateſt of inſults and provocations, that 
ſhould have induced me to leave the idol of my 
heart, and a thouſand friends, a moſt reſpectable ſi- 


tuation, a good and comfortable living, houſe and 


home, books, papers, cloathing, &c. beſides ſuch an 
amazing proſpect of uſefulneſs. Truly, the pain 


| I felt was like tearing the caul from the liver; but it 
is paſt,.the conteſt is over: It was my Saviour's kind 
band that directed, he had a Wright to my whole heart, 
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and to 1 whole time, and to the with of all my 
powers ; now he has them all, and ſhall have them 


for ever. 


« Creatures no more divide my choice, J bid them all depart, 


His name, his love, his gracious voice, have fix'd my roving heart. 


- #1 feel my warmeſt paſſions dead to all that earth can boaſt, * 


A 17 This ſoul of mine was never made for i * duſt.” 


" « Now I can 130 1 in the meaneſt garb, de- 


ſpiſed and hated by mankind, I can dine upon a 
fingle pennyworth of hread and cheeſe, and feel per- 


fectly reſigned and contented. All is right; I can 


fit down upon the ground, and praiſe my God, or 


walk and thank his name, and think myſelf rich in 
him. * 
4 ſhine more to God than eyer you ſaw me, 


though I am eclipſed to the world. I have long felt 


that I was entirely crucified to the world and all Ts 


delights and glories, except in that one attachment, 


which is now gone. I was not deceived, this trial 


bas proved my religion genuine. O glory to God, I 
haye not dealt in unfelt truths. I am a martyr, and 


hope to obtain a martyr's crown. I have been com- 
pelled to ſorſake all, and truſt it js for Chriſt's ſake. 


: tae to ſuffer, but I ſear to (in, hs 
And meekly bear the croſs the crown to * tg a 3 


0 «O, my dear friend, my mouth is opence, my Holet 


| is (ant td I am wholly filled with love, * to 


do 


E 
do or ſuffer whatever my Saviour pleaſes: after v 
I have endured, nothing can be hard, I have gone to 
the ne plus ultra in this world. 
© Whether my conſtitution will ſurvive the ſhock, 


and go through the hardſhips that lie before me, E- 
cannot tell; but none of thoſe things now move me; | 
neither do I count my life dear unto myſelf. I hope 


to finiſh my courſe with joy. I thank you and all 
my friends a thouſand times for all your love and 
kindneſs to a poor unworthy creature, undeſerving 
of every favour. Be not diſcouraged becauſe you 


ſee me overcome and killed. 1 have finiſhed my | 


teſtimony for the preſent, and Satan has had power 
to kill me as it were: but I ſhall riſe again to a 


greater ſphere of uſefulneſs. Continue in the truth, 
and let no man be moved becauſe of the afflictions 
that have befallen me; I truſt that though Satan 


meant this for evil, God meant it for good. 'If my 
poor former companion be yet alive, and could calm- 
1y hear a meſſage, I could find in my heart to ſay to 


| her, Be not grieved nor angry with yourſelf, that 


you have baniſhed me with diſgrace ffom my houſe 


and home, from your' preſence and kindneſs, and 
from all my friends and acquaintance, and from my 
iſefu! ſtation; for though you knew not what you - 


tid, and the ſpirit that moved you meant it for the 


greateſt poſſible harin to me, yet God hath already | 


made it work for good, and I truſt will more. I lo 
you now with another tort of love, but more than 
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ever; I ſhall never ſpend another moment in ſeeking 
to pleaſe that temper in you, which it is impoſſible to 
pleaſe, bat I ſhall pray for you continually, And C 
recommend you toall my friends to provide for your 


"neceſſities, and to ſhew you all poſſible kindneſs, 


. 


never reflecting upon you for all your conduct to me; 
and I hope this very evil will be the ſalvation of your | 


foul, which will be then of more ſervice than alt my 
ſermons, exhortations and prayers, in which 1 have, 
laboured ſo many years: and then, though we ſhould 
meet no more in time, yet we ſhall meet and he hap- 
py in the preſence of God.“ All this, and much 
more, I could find in my heart to ſay to her : But, 
alas ! I fear ſhe is not in a condition for receiving any. 
meſſage from me. I entreat you to affiſt her as much 


as poſſible, but have no concern for me at all. whe- 
ther I live or die, all is well; Chriſt is mine, and 1 


am his, for ever and ever. You ſee I go as alamb to 


the ſlaughter, without complaining : I am reſigned 

to the will of God, though you would think me to 

be in the moſt w 

ſends afflictions, can ſend patience to bear them. 1 

could wiſh to know the fate of my unhappy compa- 
nion, but dare not aſk as yet, until the lenient hand 
of time, and the balm of reſignation, have givenym 

_ ſufficient fortitude to bear what I expect to hear. 


retched circumſtances. But he that 


Defire Mr. Cue to take Dr. Sterne's books into his 
care, and ſettle his affairs ; the books are in the gar- 


ret where I lived, and the accounts are in a pocket 


book 


| VV 
book in my eloſet, with A red cover. There are 
ſeveral other matters that I wiſh to mention to you, 
but my heart is too full, and too much 1 
| ſay any more about theſe ſmaller things. . 
If you ſhould ſuſpect, by the poſt mürk, e 
ra take no notice at preſent. I leave it-to'your: 
diſcretion: what to do with theſe letters, whether tor: 
| publiſh or ſuppreſs them. As ſor me, you need not 
fear; I am below, or rather above all cenſure or ap- 
plauſe. I am now juft calculated for the ſervice of 
God, having nothing further to fear or hope for from 
the world. But if my wife be living, and in her 
ſenſes, do not hurt her character; but rather _ 
mine ſuffer,: as E have wholly given it up be eruci- 
fied. You are the only perſon to whom I ave i 
written; and, perhaps, at ſome future time, I may 
let you know where to write to me; in the mean 
time meet me at the throne: of grace, where I con- 
tinue (in my humble retreat) praying for you and 
| 1 frog my friends, and for all mankind. * » 
e en e I am . ſincerely, 
Py 8 ; c . W." ”” 
The ſubſtance of \ theſe cb bn 145 Ges to 
Mr. Winoheſter's friends, as Mr. Mortimer made“ 
uſe of the liberty given him in the above order, to 
unravel the myſtery of Mr. Wincheſter's departure, 
and thereby to clear his character of the imputation 
of immorality, treaſon, or debt, which his enemies 
2 8 | laid 


— — ——— —‚—˙— re e919 4.4 ” — a N - * — - — 
. 


8 


J 
laid to un charge, according to their different hu- 


mours or fancies. ' A plan was likewiſe propoſed to . 


remove Mrs. Wincheſter to America, under the hops 
that Mr. Wincheſter would then return, and reſume 


his uſeful labours among them. It is true that his 
requeſt of fparing Mrs. Wincheſter's character, was 


not very rigidly obſerved. The indignation of the 


people was much raiſed againſt her, eſpecially when 
ſhe confeſſed the truth of what Mr. Wincheſter had 
written, and owned that his conduct had always been 
tender and affectionate to her beyond all example. 
She was not indeed perſonully reproached by any, 
though held in abhorrence by all Mr. Wincheſter's 
friends. When propoſitions were made to her to 
remove her to America, with an allowance for her 
ſupport, much beyond her deſerts, ſhe abſolutely re- 


fuſed to hear any thing about it, ſaying that ſne 


ſhould have the curſe of all her relations, if ſne went 
to America without her huſband ; and that her con- 


duct to him would break her heart, if ſhe had not 
opportunity to ſee him, and aſk his pardon upon her 


knees. She added, and often repeated it, that could 


the but ſee him, and be with him but one quarter 


of an hour, ſhe could make her peace with im. 


And therefore ſhe earneſtly beſought all his friends, 


Who had converſed with her, to bring them together 


again, often pronouncing a curſe upon them who 
would not do it. But it is very clear that none o 
them had it in their power, for Mr. Wincheſter had 


not let any of them know where he was; they only 8 


knew that his laſt letter bore the 3 of Briſtol 
en 145013 155 Taps SSD. 4 0 Ag 
In a few days after the 0 of the e Mr. 
Mortimer received the mer letter, n n 
man e UA OL ORR . 


a « M DEAR TEL, 49711:1:1 Rp 
This is probably the laſt letter you will; receive 
from me, until I know further. how the Lord will 


diſpoſe of me. I am going to commit myſelf into 
the hands of my God. I am going a voyage; not 


knowing what ſhall befal me. I muſt expect many 
hardſhips, perhaps death itſelf. I would have all my 
friends look upon me as dead, for I am ſo in almoſt 


every ſenſe of the word. I am but poorly accom 


| modated for a long voyage, and eſpecially in my 


health; but nothing that I ean now meet with is a ; 
terror to me after what I have lately endured. Lean 


now learn St. Paul's leſſon as fully as he himſelf, 
In whatſoever. ſtate I am, I can now be therewith 
content.“ My heart is now entirely free, my 


Lord alone is my portion, and as he has, I truſt, de? 


livered me from the greateſt bondage that ever any 
mortal endured, I purpoſe to dedieate all my faturs 
days to his immediate ſervice, in a manner that 1 


have never yet done; but whether my future days 


will be ſpent in a lonely retreat, far from the noiſe 
and buſile of the crowd, and wholly employed in 
rs L 2 reading, 


— nr” 
— = 
— - ” bh 
—— —— — 
"X 8 P36 


5 n= EE 


h . 
!: + 
i} ; _ 
1 2 
1 
— + 
ö 2 
1 
| ' al 
=_ 

! 1 

| 0 

' 

: 2 
1 

= 
= 
Wi | 
's . 
FT. 


— —„—„— 
— <> rn I LAI eee erent 


3 
rn f * 


= 2 
x 


— 4-4 _ 
7 77 9 —ů— — _ 


he eta, IN 


— 
— 
e 


— 
n 


reading, writing, meditation and prayer; or tt 


I ſhall engage in a more extenſive plan of public _ 
labo ir than ever, I ſhall leave to be determined by 


divine. Providence, to whoſe nen I ſhall . 
reſign myſelf. _ 
« You muſt, no doubt, look upon it as a very dark 


and myſterious providence that ſhould fo ſuddenly 
ſuffer a miniſter of the glorious Goſpel, placed in 
ſuch a ſphere of uſefulneſs, ſurrounded with ſuch a 
number of kind and loving friends, &c. to be driven 
away violently. by one feeble woman, and abandoned 


to the wide world, baniſhed as though he were a 


eruminal, at a moment's warning, without time to 

_ | ſettle bis ſmall concerns, bid bis friends adieu, or ſo 
much as to take his cloaths. But yet you ſee Eli- 
Jah, that great prophet, immediately after his having 
been owned of God by fire from heaven deſcending 


at his prayer, in fight of all Iſrael, fleeing for his life 


at the threat of a woman, and wandering in the de- 


ſart as a vagabond! And you find alſo, that the 


bleſied forerunner of our Lord Jeſus, John the Bap- 


tiſt, was firſt impriſoned, and then ſoon. after be- 
headed, through the influence of a woman: the lat- 
ter of which our Lord ſuffered to be done, though 


he was then on earth. Do not therefore wonder at 
my lot. Their caſes and mine are in ſome ſenſe. 


ſimilar, but there is one circumſtance that renders 
my condition harder than either of theirs. _ 


/ duffered a great wicked women, to whom they be 
a given | 


4 


given the higheſt poſſible offence; Elijah: by dein 
eight hundred and fifty falſe prophets, who were fa- 
vourites of Jezebel; and John Baptiſt, by plainly 


telling Herod, that it was not lawful for him to have. 


his brother's wife : but as for me, God knows that 
for many years I have almoſt given up myſelf wholly 


to ſerve and pleaſe the woman who has driven me 


into a baniſhment, which is, on ſeveral accounts, 


worſe than death. I uſed to think and ſay, that I 
could rule and govern any woman that God ſhould 


give me for a wife; but, alas thou gh 1 have lien 
ſo long with Mrs. Wincheſter, yet I never ruled her 
at all. I have often ſaid to my own heart, and to 


God, to whom I alone made my complaint, © I rule 


© my own houſe as much as I rule the Empire of 
China, and no more.“ It was on this account that 
I judged myſelf unworthy to be an overſeer over the 


houſe of God. I believe that I had naturally a gift 
for government, but it was entirely in vain to at- 


tempt to rule over her, for ſhe was determined to 
rule at all hazards; and therefore, for the ſake of 
peace, which I love above all things, I-was-forced to 


ſubmit. This I muſt have done, or Ale have left 


her; but I was determined to ſuffer any thing, yea 
_ almoſt to die, rather than do that, or even rather 


than I would complain to any creature on earth, } 
though it were to my deareſt friend. Had her go- 


vernment been any way tolerable, I ſhould have 
been happy indeed ; but her idea of government may 
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be ANIR'E] from a ſentence. out of ber own mouth, 
which I perfectly well remember, © Lam ſurrounded 
E with devils, (fuch ſhe was pleaſed to call me and a 
„ maid, and a poor little child that trembled at her 
« * ſight) and I muſt be a devil to govern them; and 
i I can't make them love me, I' make them fear 


„ me.” This kind of government I have endured 


for more than nine years, and I haye never lifted my 
hand againſt her, nor ever denied her any thing in 


my power, nay, have ſcarce ever ſpoke one harſh 
word to her, nor complained of her to any; and if I 


have at any time reproved her intolerable temper, and 
i uſage of me, it has been in the ſofteſt manner ima- 
| gipable, but this indeed has been very ſeldom, for 
he could not bear it. I have often offended her by 
mying and doing things that I thought would pleaſe 
her, and which ſhe muſt have known was my only 

intention: and ſome of the greateſt offences of my 
hfe were merely accidental, without thought or de- 
| ben, of a ſimilar kind with that which occaſioned 

our final ſeparation, which I ſtated in my firſt letter. 


It is very likely that ſhe may think me guilty of un- 
pardonable cruelty in leaving her, and may repreſent 
mme as without affection to her. I have often heard 
her fay, that ſhe would never live a day longer with 
@'man that ſhould ſtrike her but once; but I have 
Jived more than ſeven years with a woman that has 


often ſtruck me, and frequently threatened to kill me 
m ſpoke another word; whereas I have only ſaid, 
Father 


(29) 


@ Father forgive her, ſhe knows not t what ſhe does; 


or, I can freely forgive you, my dear, and pray for 
you.“ This ſhe could never endure, but would 
call it cant andiAypocriſy. I would ſomietimes ſay, 


6: My-dear, it is impoſſible that it ſhould be hypo- 


© eriſy,” becauſe you- could not bear What I do in 
* this manner, was it to ſave your life; and if I did 
© not love you above all the world, I thould never 
© take it twice of you.” She would then charge mo 
with provoking her, and drawing words out of her, 
and being the cauſe of all her ſins. During the ill 


ſtate of my health, if any of my friends, through their 


affection to me, have happened to ſay to her, Ma- 
* dam, take care of Mr. Wincheſter; you muſt 
4 nurſe him well, his health is very bad.“ O what 


has ſuch a ſaying coſt me ! I always uſed to reply to | 


them, That ſhe was a good nurſe, &c. But all was 
in vain. She would reſent it in a manner not to be 
deſcribed; but the blame fell all on me, it was my 


have been frequently bbliged to break off all intimacy 


with good friends purely to pleaſe her, without lete 
ting them know the reaſon, for I could not vindicate 
myſelf without expoſing her, and I choſe rather to 
bear all the blame myſelf, und let it be imputed to 
muy unſocial diſpoſition. I have borne ſuch thing 


from her, without the leaſt complaint, even to het. 
125 as OE I am not-much n would have pro- 
bnd 1 


fault, I ſuffered people to take ſuch liberties with 
her, as any man of ſenſe and ſpirit would reſent. * 


oats 


( Y 
ied ny other man in the kingdom to have le 


her long ago. I will mention one little inſtance as 


a ſpecimen, and leave you to judge. In the year 


1791, on the Sunday before Eafter, ſhe and I had 


been to a friend's houſe to dine, and in the evening 
we were all going to Glaſs Houſe Yard, where I was 


to preach. She and I were walking arm in arm, ſome 


converſation came up, and I faid ſomething at which 
ſhe took offence, and by the time we had got to the 


| Chapel door, ſhe had worked herſelf up to ſuch a 
pitch of rage, that, not knowing how elſe to vent it, 


ſhe ſuddenly took hold of the finger next to my little 


finger, and with her whole might bent it back, ſo as 
to ſtrain every cord and finew of it. I thonght it 
was broke. She then turned about, and refuſed to 
go in. Though the pain I was in was almoſt into- 
lerable, I took no notice, but turning a little with 
Her, I perſuaded: her to go in, and at length pre- 


. Failed. 1 went up into the pulpit, and though in 
great miſery, went through the ſervice, and by that 


very circumſtance took a text that led me to ſpeak 
of the ſufferings of Chriſt. My finger ſwelled to 


nearly twice its uſual ſize, the blood ſettled at the 


Joint, I loſt the uſe of it for ſome time, and it did not 
wholly get well for many months; yet I never men- 


tioned it to her afterwards, nor intimated it to any 
living creature from that day to this. So that my 
ſufferings have not been ſmall. I think I have: fuf- 


900d more than many deaths, and thought I would 


_ endure 


r 
endure to che end, but I could not. I don' t doubt | 
but the very imperfect account I have given you in 
theſe letters will fully juſtify my conduct in your 
_ fight, and in the fight of all my friends, and of all 
that may ever read theſe lines. Indeed, all my 
friends muſt ſuppoſe, if I had never written a word, 
that I had ſome great cauſe to do as I have done; 
but I believe none of them will ever be able to ima- 
gine it ſo great as it really is. They will naturally _ 
be ſurprized that I never gave a hint of it to an 
body by converſation or writing. But I have more 
to do than to juſtify myſelf to my friends, and to the 
world. I muſt be able to anſwer it to my God, and 
to my own conſcience, or I can have no true, peace, 
And this, bleſſed be God, I iro I am n fully able 

to do. | | 
1 may not live to write to you again, it may 
not be amiſs to give you a little ſketch of the ground 
upon which I have acted, which if it is ever neceſ- 
ſary to publiſh, I truſt will glorify God, and remove 
all reproach from his cauſe ; but as for my own cha- 
racter, that is but of ſmall conſequence. I have for 
years paſt made it matter of prayer to God, that he 
would direct me in the affair, and let me know his 
will, and that he would by ſome means deliver me. 
I have prayed that he would convert my companion 
by his grace, which would have been a compleat 
deliverance; but in the whole I have had but little 

hope of this. I have alſo prayed that God would 
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( 82 ) 
tate me out of the world, and thus deliver 3 me bin 
that bitter bondage in which I was held: and this I 
choſe far rather than to be obliged to leave her; but 
as 1 have long ſeen that I muſt leave her, 1 have- 


earneſtly prayed for fortitude. I have been con- 
ſtantly anſwered by ſuch texts ds this, © It is better 


to dwell in the wilderneſs, than with a contentious 


and afigry woman.” Prov. $xi. 19. „It is better to 
dell in a corner of a houſe top alone, than with a 
brawling woman in a wide houſe.” Prov. xxv. 24. 
Now, that which God commends as better, is cer- 
thinly to be choſen ; therefore he cannot be diſpleaſed 
with me for leaving a contentious and angry woman, 
and going into a wilderneſs or ſome ſolitary place, 
and paſſing the reſt of my days in peace and quiet- 
neſs, even though I ſhould endure hunger, cold, and 


55 Mednels; for God has ſaid, © Better is a little with 


the fear of the Lord, than great treaſure and trouble 


| therewith. Better is a dinner of herbs where love 


Is, than a ſtalted ok, and hatred therewith. % And ſo 
1 find it to be by experience. 


But ſome may ſay, If you have borne it ſo long, 


4 it muſt have become eaſter by cuſtom and habit. 1 
_ anſwer, Not ſo; for God ſays in his word, © A con- 


tinual dropping in a rainy day, and a contentious 


woman are alike, Whoever hideth her, hideth the 
Wind, and ointment of his right hand, which bewray- 


eth itfelf” Prov. xxvi. 15. A continual dropping 
vil Wear a ſtone, and 2255 it may be endured for | 


"1 a little 


Cai 2 


2 little time, it grows worſe and worſe. I haye read, 
that in ſome of the tortures of the Inquiſition, that 
they place a man with his head naked, and confined, 


where water from a great height falls upon him drop | 


by drop : this at firſt ſeems light, but at laſt becomes 
inexpreſſibly painful, and will wear a hole through 


the bone of the ſkull, and eyery drop will ſound like 


thunder to the tormented man. This is a true pic- 
ture of my caſe. How often have I ſaid, © O that I 
had wings like a dove, for then would I flee away 
and be at reſt. Io! then would I wander afar off, 


and remain in the wilderneſs; I would haſten my 


eſcape from the windy ftorm and tempeſt.” This 1 
| have now done, and I have the teſtimony of a good 
conſcience, and the approbation of my God. But, 
O what a happineſs it would have been to me, had 
I regarded that prohibition, © Be ye not unequally 


yoked together with unbelievers ; for what fellowſhip 
* hath righteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs; and what 
communion hath light with darkneſs? and what 7 


concord hath Chriſt with Belial? or what part hath 
he that believeth with an infidel ?” But ſince I did 
not regard this in time, I have been compelled, 


ſorely againſt my will, to come out of that ſtate, 5 
and to be ſeparate, and I truſt God will receive me, 5 
and will be a father unto me, and that I ſhall ſtill * 8 


owned as a ſon by him, 


„Perhaps it will be objected that our Lord hath 8 5 
forbidden a man to put away his wife, and to marry . 


MA: another, —_ 


6 


another, ſave ſor the cauſe of fornication. I anſwer, 
I have a far greater cauſe than that of fornication : 
for if it was judged, and puniſhed as murder under 
the law, for children to firike or curſe their parents, 
judge ye, whether if a wife had often done the fame 
to a huſband, what would have been done to her; 
but the crime is not ſo much as mentioned ; it is too 
horrid to be even ſuppoſed. And I believe that it is 
no man's duty to bear it ſo long as I have done. I 
believe ſuch an inſtance has but ſeldom occurred in 
the hiſtory of mankind. And though I have been 
forced to leave her, it is not for the ſake of another, 
but to devote my future days to God. 
If after you have read this, you ſhould be con- 
- vinced that I have done right, and have not forfeited 
my character as a Chriſtian and a Miniſter, (as I truſt 
I have not in the leaſt) and my friends ſhould be of 
the ſame mind, and I ſhould live through the voyage 
that I am going to take, and you ſhould think beſt 
for me to return again to London, after a proper 
time allowed me to mourn for my ſins and misfor- 
. tunes, I will write you word where to direct to me, 
provided that my wife will accept of a handſome 
maintenance, of an hundred a year, and retire to her 
on country; nay, I am willing ſhe ſhould have all 
the geods and wealth I ever gain, except bread and 
Water for myſelf; fo that I may but have peace and 
© *quietneſs, and the full liberty of ſerving God as 
much as I ſhould deſire. If this ſhould be the will 
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of God, I humbly pray him to direct it. I have 
opened my whole heart to you without reſerve, I 
leave it to your prudence what uſe to make of theſe 


letters. I humbly aſk forgiveneſs of God, and of all | 
whom I have ever offended ; and I freely, and from 


the bottom of my heart, forgive all who have ever 
offended me ; not by any means excepting the 1n- 
ſtrument of my miſery, praying that ſhe may live to 
repent, and become a ſincere Chriſtian ; for which I 
| ſhall pray while I have breath. wv 
I now reſign myſelf to God, venturing without 
anxiety upon the ocean, expoſed to ſtorms, pirates, 
want, captivity and death ; but humbly ſecure of an 
intereſt in my Redeemer's love : and am perſuaded 
that neither tribulation, nor diſtreſs, nor perſecution, 
nor famine, nor nakedneſs, nor peril, nor ſword, nor 
any thing elſe, ſhall ever be able to ſeparate me from 


the love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 
J now feel the comforts of religion in a manner that 
I never did before. O my Redeemer, how precious 


he is! Ile is the chief among ten thouſand, and 


| altogether lovely. | | 
As I have filled up two ſheets in this letter, I 


muſt put them in a cover; I could not let it come a 


blank. My ſoul goes out in love to all my kind 


friends in London, and in earneſt longings for their 
welfare. O how I feel for you all, as I am now about 


to take my leave of the Iſland where you dwell! 
Perhaps the ocean m ſwallow me up; well, my 


Saviour's 
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Saviour's will be done, I am in his hands. I have 
unburdened my my mind to you of a load which I 
intended ſhould have gone down to the grave with 
me; but God has thought otherwiſe. I was apt to 
think that my being acquainted with you would be 
for our mutual happineſs ; but the pleaſures of friend- 
{hip have been ſucceeded by bitter ſorrow. The ſor- 
row which I have occaſioned you will not ſoon be 


blotted out of your mind. 


* O my poor unhappy wiſe! what have you done? 
Vou have done that which wicked men and devils 
could not do. You have baniſhed me from London, 
perhaps for ever. You have caſt me down from on 


high; but J forgive you from my heart, and bid you 


farewell: may Jeſus make you happy in his love. 
“Dear Sir, excuſe me, but in parting with her I 


: /haye cut off the right hand, and plucked out the 


right eye. The pain 1s great ; but I am ſupported. 
O pray for me continually, and defire ſuch of my 
friends as have an intereſt at the throne of grace to 


4 the ſame, eſpecially my dear friend Woolly. 
How muſt he feel !- 
my heart bleeds 


I could write more, but 
—Adieu, adieu. I am yours in 


Jeſus, 
| ce E. W.“ 


Te contents of this letter gave ſome hopes to the 
congregation at Parliament Court, that Mr. Win- 
cheſter would ſometime return again; but as Mrs. 

Wincheſter 


- 
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Wincheſter fill refuſed to leave London, there was 


no near expectation of it. In the mean time the 

congregation waited anxiouſly to hear from him. 

It was in May, 1794, that Mr. Wincheſter em- 

barked for America. Mr. Mortimer received the 
following letter a few weeks after it was written. 
BE. E &« Bofton, Nov. 17, 1794. 

« My very dear Friend and Brother, | 


: „When I wrote to you laſt, from Briſtol, I re- 


member that I promiſed to write again when I 
reached America. The trouble I was then in ſeem- 
ed almoſt too much for me to bear. But looking 


beyond ſecond cauſes, and conſidering it as the hand 


of a. kind Father, and intended for my good in the 


end, ſupportet me then, juſt ſo as to keep 1 me from 
ſinking. 


*I failed from Briſtol in a brig bound for New 
York, on the 19th of May. In this veſſel were 
ſeventeen paſſengers. I paid ten guineas, for my 
paſſage. I had bought a few cloaths and bedding to 


accommodate me in my voyage, which, together with 


my living for near three weeks after I left London, 
ſo entirely ſtripped me of my money, that I had not 
ſixpence in my pocket when I went to fea, On the 
24th of June we happened to light on a brig bound 


from Amſterdam to Boſton. I leſt the veſſel I was 


in, and the weather being calm, went on board that 
which was going to Boſton, at which place we ar- 


"rived 
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ned on J uly che 12th, afternoon, almoſt eight 


wecks after I had failed from Briſtol. 


My return to this country was ſadden and ſur- 


priſing to all who knew me; and various have been 
the conjectures and reports which have gone abroad 
on the occaſion ; but the moſt common was, that I 


had fled from perſecution, for fear of being taken up 


by the government, for publiſhing my Oration on 


the diſcovery of America, or my Sermons on the 


three woe trumpets. But I have always had the fa- 


tisfaction of telling all that have aſked me, that the 5 


government of Great Britain never concerned itſelf 


with me; and that I never gave the government any 


umbrage. But the real cauſe of my leaving London 
ſo abruptky, I have not mentioned to my father, mo- 
ther, * or ſiſters, or to any friend I have in 


America; and I do not know that any perſon. in 


this part of the country knows any thing of the mat- - 
ter. I have received a letter from Mr. Campbell, 


who i is now in New York, in which he informed me 


that be had received the account from ſome of his 


friends in London. So I ſuppoſe that it will ſoon 
be ſpread abroad through the whole world wherever 


I have been, known, or heard of. This will be the 
5 finiſhing ſtroke of the trial: what will be its conſe- 


quences time muſt diſcover. Perhaps I ſhall have 


no more place in theſe parts, where now I have the 
: greateſt door open that I ever ſaw, inſomuch that 1 


3 at the alteration ſince I was here laſt. 


by have 


689 
have preached in a great many meeting houſes, of 


different denominations, and to great numbers of 


people, as often as eight or nine times a week, and 
with greater acceptance than I ever did. I cannot 
help viewing the hand, of God in ſending me thus 
ſuddenly to my native land. Infidelity I find 1s be- 
ginning to prevail, and as it has pleaſed God in ſome 
| meaſure to qualify me to defend Revelation, I be- 
lieve I ſhould be far more uſeful than I ever was in 


my life, was it not for this moſt unfortunate affair. 


Although I am not conſcious of having acted in the 
leaſt out of character in this matter ; yet my feelings, 
as you may ſuppoſe, are much hurt with the circum- 
ſtance. I ſometimes think it will require years be- 
fore I can look my former acquaintance in the face. 


Though you are one of my deareſt friends, yet I had 


not ſufficient fortitude to receive a letter from you 


while I was in England : and till now I could not a 


get freedom to write to you, and let you know 


where to direct to me; but if you can think me 


worthy of your eſteem, and will take the trouble to 


| write to me, you may direct to me at Mr. Folſom's, 


Printer and Bookſeller, No. 30, Union Street, Boſ- 
ton-; where I ſhall get it, and the contents of it will 
much' determine my future conduct. 


me an account of it, and I will repay you. My 
hearty love to all my dear friends in London. I 


know not if I ſhall ever ſee them again in this worl "ES 


What- 
ever money you have advanced at my deſire, ſend 
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but I love them heartily in our dear Lord. You 
may let them know that I have much more liberty 


in my work than I ever had, which is a great com- 


_ fort to me in all my afſlictions. I could write more 
to you, but muſt now bid you farewell, and ſubſcribe 
| N N your ſincere friend and brother in Chriſt, 


8 ELHANAN  WEYCHESTER:” 4 


By the fame poſl alſo * wrote to me; but as the 


| 15 is the ſame in ſubſtance as the above, it is not 
inſerted. It appears that ſoon after he wrote the 


above to Mr. M. he publiſned that excellent little 
piece in anſwer to the firſt part of T. Paine's Age of 


Reaſon, called 4 Defence of Revelation. This was 


republiſhed with great acceptance in London. He 
alto in the courſe of the year 1795 publiſhed A Po- 
Fitical Catechiſm. 1 have not ſeen this; but an ex- 


tract from it was publiſhed in London in the Wrek- 


LY REGISTER for May the gth, 17 98, but without 


his name. It appears from this extract that he 
Warns the United States of the dreadful effects of 


infidelity upon ſociety, and in a very maſterly way 
expoſes the evil tendency of French principles. He 


dedicated this work to the Univerſities and _ 
. naries of learning in America, and I am informed 


that it has gone through: ſeveral editions. It is: ſur- 
priſing that in the ſtate of mind in which he left 


| England, be ſhould have been able to haye written 


any thing, or even to e preached with - accep- 
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tance ; but the native energy of his mind was bes 


depreſſed by the very diſtreſſing and untoward cir- 
eumſtances which had befallen him. Whatever 


mankind may think of the prudence of his conduct 


in leaving England, yet ſurely no immorality can be 


aſcribed to him in it. He. ſeems to have acted in 


the uprightneſs of his heart, and to have done that 
which he thought beſt. Had his caſe been my own, 
T think I ſhould not have done as he did, and yet 


perhaps I might not have done better. It is eaſy for | 
thoſe who have not the trial to blame the conduct of 


thoſe who feel the heavy preſſure of afflictions upon 


them. Thus did Job's friends blame him, and no 


doubt but there were ſome blameable things in the 
conduct even of that holy man; notwithſtanding 


which he is ſet forth as an example of patience and | 
faith to all generations: and He who judgeth righ- 
teous judgment approved of him in preference to 


thoſe who were very liberal in their cenſures of him. 


Inſtead, therefore, of criticiling ſeverely, I would i in⸗ 


dulge a few reflections relative to our departed mend, 
which may yield me ſome improvement, 


; 6 * 


Firſt. How myſterious jt ſeems that God ond 
ſuffer a man ſo eminent in gifts and uſefulneſs, to 
labour ſo many years under ſo heavy a trial! God's 


ways are in the whirlwind, and his footſteps in the 
great deep, and his paths are not known. 


Secondly, I remark his long continued 1 | 


and love towards the unhappy inſtrument of his af- 


 N2 | flictions. 
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and ſtrikingly ſhews the goodneſs of his heart. He 


purſued the ſame line of conduct towards her which 


the Father of mercies does towards guilty and ſinful 


men; and though his treatment of her. did not ap- 
Pear to have had its full effect while be lived, yet 


it is to be hoped that it may have, now ſhe is left to 
her own cool and ſolitary reflections. But be this as 
it may, his conduct towards her will meet with the 


approbation of every one who can diſtinguiſh” be- 


twixt doing evil for evil, and overcoming evil with 


- good. © 


"Thirdly. Let his condud in point of prudence have 


been what it might, yet his laſt labours ii America, 
both from the pulpit and the preſs, were fignally own- 
e gd of God, even after his caſe and circumſtances 


were well known there. I therefore conſider ths 
triumph of thoſe who rejoiced at his afflictions, as 
being reproved by the conduct of Providence to- : 


wards him. 


Laſtly. For full oefecion of character, I look 9 


TE Him, who was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſe- 


perate from ſinners ; but who, notwithiftandings lov- 


_ ed ſinners, and gave -himſelf for them. Theſe re- 


flections flow not merely from the ſource of private 


_ friendſhip, but are juſtly due to the character of a 


truly amiable, laborious, and pious man, who, if, in the 
courſe of his trials, diſcovered the infirmity of hu- 


man nature ; yet is rather to be conſidered as an ex 


ample ö 
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ample of patience, fortitade and faith, thay an object 
of cenſure. 

Aſter he had ſent ward where to direct to hw 
Mr. Mortimer, myſelf, and many other friends wrote 
to him. There was alſo a letter from the congrega- 
tion, ſigned by ſeveral hundred perſons, earneſtly 

. Intreating him to return to Old England; ſo fully 
were his friends ſatisfied of the integrity of his con- 
duct; but it appears by one of his laſt letters to Mr. 
M. that none of theſe ever came to band, as he 
ſays expreſsly, © I do not know whether any of my 
friends have written to me, as I have never received 
a line from England ſince I came away.” It is pro- 
bable that this circumſtance gave him an idea that 
his friends in England had totally rejected him, and 
might be a reaſon why he did not write to any of 
them for almoſt the laſt two years of his life; though 
no doubt but Mrs. W.'s influence (after their re- ili 
conciliation) had great weight with him 1 in that: 155. Bi. 4 l 
As Mrs. W. by her abſolute refuſal to return to oy” * ö 
America, had deprived the con gregation at Farlia- | 1 
ment Court of the hope of ſeeing Mr. W. again, ſhe SY. 8 "x 
was conſequently entirely neglected by them. Hows At 
ever when the certainly knew that he was in that 
country, and would not return to England while he 
was here, ſhe privately ſhipped herſelf for Amen: 
and arrived there March 15, 1795. She ſoot found 
opportunity to ſee Mr. W. and prevailed with him 
to 5 with her again. He continued to travel and 


preach 


60 


heath to great congregations through the States of 
New England, Rhode Iſland, New York, to Phila- 
delpbia; but did not ſettle any where till a ſmall 
time before his death. But finding his health and 

ſtrength greatly decreaſe, he purchaſed a ſmall farm 
with a good houſe upon it, at Hartford in Connec- 
ticut, as an aſylum for his wife; a ſtriking proof of 
his full reconciliation to her. Here he ſettled, calms» 
by expecting the ſtroke that ſhould put an end to his 
mortal exiſtence. I am informed that he continued 
to preach till within a few days of his death to very 
numerous congregations in that neighbourhood. 
That it was often thought he would die in the pul- 
pit. That his ſpirits and voice did not fail him to 
| the laſt. That he continued to teſtify the univerſa- 


lity of divine love with his lateſt breath, and that be, © © 


died in the fulneſs of joy, ſinging praiſe to God and 
the Lamb for the riches of redeeming love. He de- 
parted this life 90 18, 1797, in the 47th year: of 
his age. 
5 01 * written he above account with hath ane 
| xiety and ſympathy of mind for the caſe of our de- 


ceaſed friend, and of all others who are in like cir- 


eumſtances, either from their huſbands or wives. 
There is nothing more diſtreſſing than ſuch ſitua- 
tions, nor perhaps. more dangerous to the intereſts of 
the ſoul, _ A man's family ought to be an aſylum to 
him where he may forget the fatigues of life, and ſo- 
lace bimſelf with the mutual exerciſe of the fulleſt 5 
and 


(95) 
and pureſt friendſhip ; the confidence of which ought 


never, for a moment, to be ſhaken. But alas ! this 
is too ſeldom the caſe, even among profeſſors of the 


Goſpel: there are ſeperate intereſts in families, which 
beget jealouſies, diſcords, and harſh words, whereby 
their prayers are hindered, and their ſouls grievouſly 
injured. In the cafe of Mr. Wincheſter it is diffi- 
cult to aſſign a reaſon for the unprecedented conduct 
ol his wife, as he always was, by her own confeſſion, 

kind even to fondneſs; and never denied her any 
thing that he thought would gratify her. It is to be 


- hoped there are but few upon earth who take plea- | 


ſure in giving pain to the perſon who loves them, 
merely becauſe he loves them. This is an height uf 


wickedneſs not often attained : if it was ever fully x 
exemplified I think it muſt be in the conduct f, 
the unhappy Mrs. W. It is a maxim with me, 


that no rational creature is ſo bad, as to he paſt 


mending. I rejoice therefore in the proſpect that 


even Mrs. W. will ſometime ſee her paſt conduct in 
its true light, and deeply lament it. I wiſh ſincere- 
1y that it may be in the preſent life. If this ſketeh 
ſhould ever reach her eye, I hope it will have a ten- 


dency to forward the 275 work of tepentanea upon 


her mind. ; 10 een 1b. 
Abe following ; 18 an the * a Boſton paper 
of April 28, 1797, and was inſerted. in the Univerſa- 


liſt's Miſcellany. for June the ſame year ybpt as theſe 


Memoirs are a ſeperate work, and * fall into the 


hands 
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hands of me who may not have the Mitelony, it. 
will be proper to- inſert it here. ON a 
Died at Hartford after a long. 40 diſtreſſing 
Meſs, the Rev. Elhanan Wincheſter, preacher of 
| the doctrine of the Univerſal Reftoration, aged forty- * 

z fix years. His funeral was attended, on Friday the 
21ſt of April, by a numerous concourſe of ſympa- 
thifing friends and ſpectators, from Hartford and the 
neighbouring towns; and a ſermon was preached on 
the occaſion by the Rev. Nathan Strong, from Heb. 
| i. 27. I is appointed unto men once 10 die, but way | 
| AI wuhis-the judgment. | 
„ Mr. Wincheſter was born at 8 in the 

State of Maſſachuſſets, of reputable parents; and to 
| "very unuſual natural powers of mind he added the 
 * embelliſhments of the traveller, the Hiſtorian, the pi- 
.. Joſopher,' and a general knowledge of the circle of 
Feience ; but moſt peculiarly ſhone in his een 
B 1 that of a divine. 5 
His extenſive acquaintance not only 8 
6 the Lind States, but in London, moſt of the Kingdon: 
| - %of England, and ſome parts of France, with his pub- 
 Jications among the learned, render uſeleſs all enco- 
miums. He was eminent in the pulpit for his ora- 
tory, his ſtrength of argument, his ſuperior know- 
ledge of the ſacred Scriptnres, his unbounded fer- 
veney in propagating the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, as 
n 800 in 0 * ee rl 


* 
ner ſecuring, an and falvation to all it 
beings. £75 8 | 
His Chriſtian creed: may be learned 4 thoſe 5 . 
read his Dialogues on the 'Refloration of all Things ; 
but more fully underſtood by his affociates in life, and 
the ſpeRators of his death, where this luminary of the 

Chriſtian faith ſhone with peculiar luſtre. '; 
Here was to be ſeen the moſt diſordered and dif: : 
treſſed ſtate of body, with a mind more calm than his 
moſt indifferent ſpectators; ſerene and brightening 
at the near approach of death, like the increaſing - 


man calling on his attendants to bear witneſs to his 


unſhaken faith, and reliance on that /yfem of the 
| Goſpel he had fo fully publiſhed, and frequently in- 
culcated from the pulpit. The private. character of 
the deceaſed moſt clearly evinced the benevolence 
and ſincerity of his profeſſion ; and his philanthropy 
was as unlimited as the extent of his creed. Even 
ſlander and falſehood had no appeal but to igno- 
rance and malice, in their various attacks upon bis 
reputation. 

Serenity of mind, calmneſs of temper, * * 


friendſhip, and compaſſion for the diſtreſſed, were 


prominent features in his life and converſation.—— | 
However diſtreſſing to a bereaved relict, an aged a- 
ther and brothers, a numerous acquaintance, and to 
the world in general, the ſeparation of an affectionate 

| buſband, a dutiful child, beloved brother, and ami- - 
0 15 * | 
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able fiend, guide and pattern of Chriſtian virtue: 


let not the obligations we are under to the ſovereign 
Diſpoſer of all human events be forgotten; but let 
us bleſs his name, that this candle of the Lord has 
ſo long continued to burn, and that we have been 
bleſſed. with his light.“ 55 

From the above account of our departed find, 
it appears that he was much reſpected by many in 
America; that he ſpent nearly the three laſt years of 
his life there in great uſefulneſs, and died in the 
midſt of his labours, much lamented. A friend in 
America, with whom Mr. W. was well acquainted, 


told me that he heard him preach at New-York,” in a 


Tiding-ſchool, to about fifteen hundred people, and 
that he often had an audience as large as that. 
lt may not*be amiſs here to add a word or two 
concerning the preſent ſtate of the :Univer/al Doc- 
trine. Many of its friends are grieved that it ſpreads 
no more, and ſom̃e of them ſeem to fear that it is on 
the decline in England ; while many of its oppoſers 
tremble at its progreſs, and ſay it works like leaven, 
and ſpreads. its influence far and wide. Their diffe- 
-rent 'views and feclings may be well accounted for, 
though very oppoſite to each other. For on the one 
hand it is true, that the Congregation of Parliament- 
Court, though ſtill very reſpectable for numbers, is 
not ſo very numerous as it was in Mr. W's time. 
His talents were popular beyond moſt, and the no- 
velty of the ſentiment had doubtleſs conſiderable at- 


traction 
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traction with it. Novelty has now. anda but the 

real and ſerious friends of the doctrine are increaſ- 
ing, particularly in the country. It is true not many 
miniſters have openly embraced it; the ſacrifice. of 
ſo doing is greater than moſt men have courage to 
make; but many individuals of every denomination 
are daily convinced of it; and on this ground it is 
that the oppoſers of the doctrine are alarmed at its 
progreſs. Beſide the congregations which profeſſed 
it while Mr. W. was in England, there is now one 
at Wiſbeach, the paſtor of which, Mr. R. Wright, 
bas lately written ſeveral excellent letters, inſerted in 
The Univerſaliff's Miſcellany, upon Election as con- 
nefted with the Reſtoration of all "Things. Another, 
and increaſing congregation has lately been raiſed at 

Northiam, in Suflex ; and one at Rolvenden, in 

Kent. Another is now forming at Brighthelmſtone; 
and I hope ſoon to ſee one at Chatham. It is an 
evil to be lamented, that at ſeveral places where 
there are many perſons who believe the doctrine, 
they do not unite in its ſupport ; tor though it is an 
happineſs to ſee truth received by individuals, yet 
There wants a proper focus, ſo to ſpeak, to collect 

the rays of truth together, that thereby its light may 

be properly exhibited to the world. A congregation. 
is ſuch a focus, and if the believers of the Univerſal 
Doctrine in every town and village would unite, 1 
have no doubt not but we ſhould ſee it flouriſh much 
more than it has done, and there would ſoon be mi- 
| bog 2 | niſters, 


0 
niſters, who now believe it, men of ability who 
would come forward to preach-it. As a proof that 
the doctrine is ſtill ſpreading among individuals, 1 
obſerve, that when Mr. W. left England, there was 
near half the ſecond impreſſion of his Dialogues on 
hand, but they have been all fold near a twelve- 
month ago, and are till daily aſked for. The fame 
has happened to the Everlaſting Goſpel, a new edi- 
tion of which was publiſhed two years ago, and 1s 
Mill much called for; and as for his Lectures, they 
have been out of print theſe three years, as alſo has 
The Doctrine of the Reftitution defended, and half his 
other tracts. 
The effect which the Univertal DoArine has al- 
ready bad upon the religious world is greater than 
at firſt ſight may appear. For numbers of Chriſtians, 
who were formerly ſtrenuous advocates for the eternal 
miſery of ſinners, are now much ſoftened upon that 
* tremendous ſentiment, and moſt preachers of reflec- 
tion touch very cautiouſly upon it. Many, indeed, 
are content with uſing only the expreſs language of 
the Scriptures, as they ſtand in our tranſlation. And 
as the phraſes, endleſs miſery, and endleſs puniſhment, 
do not occur in the ſacred pages, ſo theſe thinking 
men never make uſe of ſuch phraſes. Others, who 
have thought ſtill more upon the ſubject, have given 
up the doctrine of endleſs conſcious miſery entirely. 
' Theſe hold the ſentiment which was formerly called 
Amitilation, but which aue in more modern phraſe, 


chuſe | 
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chuſe to call Deflru#ion. ] greatly rejoles at the 
| ſpread of this ſentiment, far ſeyeral reaſons. For, 
Fr}, though it leaves a reflection upon the Divine 
character, by ſuppoſing that ſome of the moral off- 
| ſpring of God are fo greatly corrupted, that he either 
cannot, or will not reſtore. them ; yet it does aſcribe 
a meaſure of mercy to the Deity, by teaching that 
he will not ſuffer them endleſsly to linger in miſery, 
but, by a ſort of cruel compaſſion, will ſtrike them out 
of being, as the Jaſt and only remedy remaining for 
their condition. Secondly, though this ſcheme is de- 
ficient, by not aſeribing the full glory to the media 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt, which the Scriptures allow to it, 
yet it does teach the total deſtruction of fin; though, 
alas! this is to be effected by the total deſtruction of, 
perhaps, the greater part of the intelligent creation 


of God!!! Thirdly, this view of the final iflue of the 


Divine dealings with fallen creatures, removes that 
awful and horrible weight from the heart of a be- 
lever, with which the doctrine of endle/s miſery de- 
| preſſes it, and thereby gives ſome relief to the feel- 
ings of humanity, yet ſtill it obſeures half the glories 
of Chriſt, draws an everlaſting veil over half the cha- 
racer of the bleſſed God, and leaves half the bene- 
volent defires of a renewed heart towards its fellows = 
creatures for ever unfilled ! „ 
Luſtly, I rejoice at the ſpread of the Jodtrine: of 
Deſtruction, becauſe it ſeems to me to be a conſi- 
en ſtep towards the belief of the full doctrine of 

| | Divine 
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Divine "Try The minds of pious men are generally 
. cautious, and fearful of going beyond the bounds of 
revealed truth. Habituated, as they juſtly are to re- 
|  verence the authority of Scripture, and having been 
uſed to think of the ſentiment of eternal miſery as 
true, they have a meaſure of timidity in diſavowing 
it even after they have diſcovered its fallacy, and are 
fearful of ſhocking the prejudices of mankind too 
violently; they, therefore, are often led to ſeek for 
ſome medium betwixt the full blaze of truth and the 
midnight darkneſs of error, Such a medium be- 
twixt the unfounded notion of endleſs wrath and the 
luminous truth of the reſtitution of all things, I con- 
_ ceive the doctrine of deſtruction to be, and there. 
fore I look with pleaſure upon its progreſs, 
From the progreſs of my own mind upon the ſub- 
jeQ of future puniſhment, I think it a great thing 


when any one is convinced that it will not be eternal. 


For though ſuch an one may reſt tor a while in the 
doctrine of deſtruction, yet it appears to me that a 
thinking man, who has imbibed the /piri# of Divine 
truth, which is love, will not long remain in thoſe 
views, He will find that the word azoon, which we 
render everlaſting and eternal, and by which the du- 
ration of puniſhment is deſcribed, docs not neceſſa- 
ry mean endleſs ; becauſe the Scriptures ſpeak of 
gionien hills, which muſt be deſtroyed in the general 
conflagration of the earth ; of the ajonion prieſthood . 
of Aaron and his ſong, which has og ceaſed; of the 
8 aionion 
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* covenant of ee wh TY bas long 
been aboliſned, &c. And though the happineſs of 
the righteous is ſaid to be aionion in Matt. xxv. 46. 
yet it will be obſerved, the happineſs there men- 
tioned will come to an end, becauſe it is the happi- 
neſs of the kingdom of Chriſt, which kingdom will 
come to an end, when he ſhall have put down all rule 
authority and power, and have ſubjected all things 
to himſelf: then he ſhall deliver up the kingdom to 
God, even the Father, that God may be all in all. 
1 Cor. xv. 24—28. The happineſs of the righteous 
will then no longer exiſt in the kingdom fate, but in 
a more glorious ſtate and degree, under the hole and 
immediate dominion of the Father. The candid en- 
quirer upon the ſubject will alſo perceive, that, 
though God is called the aionion God, yet even this 
vVvuoill not prove that the word aionion neceſſarily cou- 
veys the idea of endleſs duration, as the two following 
conſiderations will demonſtrate. Fi, It is evident, 
from the above inſtances, that the word muſt be 
ſometimes limited; if, therefore, it is ever taken in 
an unlimited ſenſe, it muſt be becauſe the Suljec? 
determines it fo, as in the preſent. caſe, the -aionion, 
1. e. everlaſting God. This is the moſt that ean be. 
granted or inferred when the word is applied 10 * 
God. But, ſecondly, we read of a time before than - 
aions, i. e. ages began. 1 Cor. u. 7, But was there 2 
ever a time before God exiſted? No, ſurely. We 
alſo read of the end * the aions, ages, Heb. ix. 26. 
3 But 


* 


cn), 
But vill there ever be a time when God will ceafs 
to exiſt? Now, as the word aion occurs plural; its 
meaning cannot be eternity, for then there will be 
eternities plural, which cannot be admitted. And if 
the aions begin and end, how then can gionion dura- 
tion depreſs the eternity of God? When, therefore; 
we read of the aionion, or everlaſting God, we un- 
derftand thereby that God exiſts through all the 
aions, or ages, and governs them after the counſel of 
bis own will; but his eternity we learn from the ne- 
ceſſily of his exiſtence. It will therefore follow, that 
there is no word connected with future puniſhment 
which implies eternity of duration, but only that 


there is an gion, or age, appointed for the puniſh- 


ment of the wicked, and at puniſhment is called 
aionibn, or aye-lafling puniſhment ; and when that 
| age expires, the puniſhment of it will ceaſe, and the 
times of the reſtitution of all things will take place, 
which God hath ſpoken by all his 1 Prophets ſince 
the age began. Acts iii. 21. | 
If any man could prove the eternity of urin 
ment from the nature of it, he would then do ſome- 
thing important to the ſupport of that tremendous 
Meet but that this would be a difficult taſk will 
37 appear from the following thoughts; namely, there 


"®an be but three ends propoſed in inflicting future 


puniſhment at all, Pleaſure, Honour, Profit. Theſe 
three deſigns can apply but to three charaQers, God, 
. righteous, and the finner. Firſt, God. 2 it be 


any 


( 108) 


_ny pleaſure to him, that his creature ſhould: has : 


leſsly miſerable ? Doth he delight in their pains. and 
groans? No, as I live, ſaith the Lord, I have no 
pleaſure in the death of him that dieth.—ls it any 


honour to him that his creature ſhould be out of the 
reach of his grace, and from neceſſity of eircum- 
ſtances be expoſed to endleſs ruin and pain? No, 


it is a diſhonour to his wiſdom, that he has produced 


or to his goodneſs, that he had not a better deſign | 
in producing his creature; or, if his deſign was 


good, it is a diſhonour to his power, becauſe that 


good deſign has not been accompliſhed.— As for pro- 


#1, it is impoſſible to conceive that any can ariſe to 
him from the endleſs pain of his creature. 5 

| Secondly, the Righteous. Can they have Aa in 
the endleſs miſery of the-wicked ? Every beneyolent 
heart ſays, no. Can it be any honour to them, nay, 


it is a diſhonour to human nature at large, that any 


part of it ſhould be rendered ſo irrecoverably ahject. 
As for profit they can have none, except ſafety, and 
that is fully anſwered by the confinement of the 
wicked. 1 in hell till their reformation. . 


_ . Thirdly, the Sinner. Damnation cannot Foe: a 


pleaſure, nor an honour to him; nor can endleſs: Ig 
damnation be any profit, But limited puniſhment, 
to humble and ſubdue the ; Annes, will be 1 dee 7 
profit to him. e 


As then unceaſing Fi can . no poſ- 


ble * * to * one in ob univerſe, we muſt 


P-:. | conclude. 
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conclude then to be neither the will nor the work of. 


God. 
Mr. Wincheſter never aimed at eſtabliſhing any 
_ ſeparate ſect, profeſſing his own opinions; on the 


contrary he greatly lamented the divided ſtate in 
which Chriſtianity now appears, and, always in his 
reaching, writing, and converſation, ſet an example 
of candour.and Chriſtian charity, which was highly 


_edifying ; and I am happy to ſay, that his immediate 
friends and acquaintance poſſeſs the ſame temper of 
mind. Yet even this amiable diſpoſition, if not at- 


tended with zeal in ſupporting the doctrine of Uni- 
verſal Love, will ultimately injure the ſpreading of 


the truth. So great is the prejudice of the religious 
world, that they will not ſuffer an Univerſal preacher 


to miniſter in any of their places of worſhip, nor any 


of their miniſters to preach in an Univerſal place; 
how then ſhall the teſtimony to this truth be pre- 
- ſerved, but by maintaining ſeparate places for its ex- 


erciſe. I would recommend this thought to the ſe- 
rious conſideration of all the friends of the Univerſal 
Doctrine, that while they preſerve themſelves ſupe- 
rior to religious prejudices, by ſhewing love to all 
men, their own cauſe may not ſuffer by their inat- 
tention to its proſperity. 


The period will certainly come, which our Lord 


prayed for in John xvii. 21, 23, when the whole 


church of God will be one, even as the Father and 
the Son are one. The conſequence of this union 
wil be en indeed, for then the world ſhall be- 

lieve 


010 
”” Heve that the Father has ſent the Son to be the 0 
viour thereof. 

Perhaps the preſent progreſs of infidelity, which l it 
is probable will end in the diſſolution of all civil 

eſtabliſhments in religion, may diſpoſe good men to 
unite for the defence of Chriſtianity ; and when they 
come to ſee the full view of Divine Love, they will 
be one family indeed. Till then, let us hold on our 
way, though we meet with cutie, truth will * 
nally be triumphant. 

It is not probable that this truth will ever again | 
be hidden ; it has been openly brought forth to view, 
and ſet in a clear and popular point of light by Mr. 
Wincheſter : his works continue to be read with 


great avidity ; ſeveral congregations now. avow the 


ſentiment ; a multitude of individuals of different 
_ denominations believe it; and, in ſpite of railing and 
ſlander, it is ſtill making its way. May its progreſs 
increaſe and continue, till the knowledge and right 
teouſneſs of Jehovah cover the whole earth. 

Among other arguments in fayour of the Reſtora- 
tion, we may juſtly mention one drawn from the ex- 
perience of every real Chriſtian. It will be univer- 


ſally allowed, that the true ſpirit of Chriſtianity is | 
love; therefore he that loveth not is not born f 


God ; yea, even he who doth not love his enemies 
is not truly born of God, for God is Love. It will . 
alſo be in general allowed, that every unrenewed 
mind is in a temper contrary to love; yet I appeal 
OY good man, whoſe heart is not * by 

5 P 2 : his 
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his ſyſtem, whether he doth not wiſh well to all | 
mankind ? whether the love of his heart doth not 
embrace all? he will anſwer, yes. I aſk, whence 


came this love? is it natural, or did he receive it 


from God? He will ſay, from God, no doubt. I 
aſk again, doth your love exceed the love of God ; 
You ſay you love all, and with well to all; ſurely 
then he that gave you that little drop of love 
which you poſſeſs, muſt himſelf be a boundleſs 
ocean of love! Can he then oonſign any of his 
creatures to endleſs wrath ? He hath taught you to 
love all, then he loves all. He hath taught you to 
forgive all, will he then wann endleſs Wa Wok 
any: ? | 

Let me here relate a circumſtance concerning m y= 
ſelf. + When I firſt received the knowledge of Divine 
truth, I felt my heart. expanded in love to all man- 


kind. Happy in a ſenſe of Divine favour myſelf, I 


felt an inexpreſſible anguiſh upon my mind at the 
thought that any ſhould be endleſsly loſt. - I was 


once talking to a Chriſtian friend of the name of 
Wincheſter, an old profefior of the Calviniſtic ſenti- 
ment. I told him the feelings of my heart towards 


my fellow-creatures. He ſtopped me, and told me 


I was wrong; for, ſaid he, God does not love all, 
be has not elected all, Chriſt did not die for all, 
neither will all be ſaved ; and, therefore you ſhould 


not pray for all.” I was at that time very young, and 
had but lately taſted that the Lord was gracious. 1 


was alſo —_— of the PR ſentiments of dif- 
" ferent 
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ferent ſects; but 1 thought. that every Chriſtian | 


loved all men, and prayed for the ſalvation of all 
men. Alas ! how greatly was I deceived! As my 


friend, who had reproved me, was a man in years, 


and reſpectable in his Chriſtian profeſſion, I. there- 


fore heſitated, and began to fear that I was wrong in 


my feelings. I read Dr. Gill's works, and received 
the principles of Calviniſm, which 1 preached for ſix- 
teen years; during which time, my heart, with its 


| feelings of love, and my head, with its cold unfeel- 


ing creed, were at perpetual variance. I have rea- 
ſon to bleſs the day, which by a full diſcovery of 
Divine truth; ſet me at liberty. My heart and 
head now both agree, and I both know and feet; that 
Cod is Love. 


Let us now take a brief view of Mr. Wincheſter's 


writings, moſt of which have one general defign, 


that of proving the Reftitution of all Things to be the 
ultimate end of the Divine conduct in Chriſt Jefus. 


1. His Dialogues on Unzver/al Refloration. This 
work has met with very good acceptance. The in- 


tention of it is to obviate the current and popular 
objections that are brought againſt the doctrine; and 


to exhibit its evidence from the Scriptures in a plain 


and connected way; and to make the doctrine fami- 


liar to mankind without troubling them with much 
criticiſm. The Critical Review, for September 


1789, gives the following account of it: Our au- 


thor with great candour and extenſive knowledge af 


the ſubject, diſcuſſes the doctrine of eternal puniſh- 
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every ſinner will be reſtored to the Divine favour, 


This doctrine is perſectly conſiſtent with the bene- 
yolence of the Deity. It is ſupported by many wiſe 


and good men; nor is there any reaſon to rr 
that it will be perverted to ſerve the purpoſes of vice 


and immorality. Mr. Wincheſter, in his defence of 
it, ſhews much charity, much humanity, and no 
little ſhare of learning. The fifth dialogue alone, 
which relates to the defign and tendency of puniſh- 
ment, might furniſh ſome little foundation for a dif- 
ſerence of opinion; but, in a queſtion ſo greatly 
above human attainment, the mind would be loſt 
in the inquiry, and not greatly benefited by the diſ- 
cuſſion. The queſtion of the Univerſal Reſtoration, 


muſt be examined, as Mr. Wincheſter has done, by 


the Word of God, as revealed at different times, 11 


particularly in the Goſpel.” 


I ſhould do injuſtice to Mr. Wincheſter's memory, 


if I did not tranſcribe his reaſons for publiſhing his 
Dialogues, which I take from the Preface of the firſt 


edition, page v. in anſwer to the queſtion, © Why 


do you publiſh ſuch doctrine as this?“ 


1. That the doctrine itſelf might not ſuffer, and 


be thought ill of, from the falſe and ſpurious me- 


diums through which it has appeared, and for want 
of a more full and proper vindication of it. 


2. To remove, as far as may be, thoſe bars and 


obſtructions, that have, in ſome meaſure, blocked 


* 
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up the way, and ſhut up the minds of many, from 
ſo full and fair an inquiry into the Goſpel, as it de- 

ſerves, and as they might otherwiſe have given it. 

38. To correct the acidity of Reproburian Leave, 
and to prevent (if poſſible) thoſe deſpondencies and 
dejections of mind, which too frequently ariſe from 
a ſtrong and ſecret ſuſpicion, that Chriſt died only 
for the ſins of a certain few, excluding all the reſt 
of mankind from any ſaving benefit by his death. - 
= > 4. To harmonize Scripture, and to make it more 
confiſtent with itſelf than it ſeems to have been yet 
made; alſo to conciliate and coaleſce contending 
parties, bringing them hereby nearer to each other 
in love and affection ; and ſo to that uniom peace, 

and concord, which is moſt deyoutly to be wiſhed 
© 5, To undeceive, and do juſtice to the Engliſh 
| reader, who, when he takes up the inſpired volume, 
is uſed to affix no other idea to the words eternal, 
everlaſting, for ever, for ever Aaxp ever, than a 
ſtrictly endle/s duration, when either bappineſs o or mi- 
ſery are annexed to them. 5 

6. To eſtabliſh and confirm the faith of ſvine, 

who have ſeen reaſon to believe this doctrine, and 
were ſimply coming into it; but finding few, as yet, 
in the full belief of it, and hearing the continual out- 
cries of its adverſaries, without being able, at firſt view, 
to anſwer them, they have betome weak and waver- 
ing 
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of it entirely : and as it is calculated for general uſe, 
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| ing about it, and inclined to neglect it, for want of 
more and ſufficient evidence, as they ſuppoſe.” 
And he adds, I would not knowingly deceive, nor 


de deceived, in a matter of ſuch vaſt importance; nor 
yet could I wiſh mankind to be ignorant of it. I have, 


therefore, —at the expence of claracter and popularity 


with the religious world ; at the hazard of temporal 


intereſt and emolument, and refufing no other ſacrifice, 


in what J apprehend to be the cauſe of God and 


truth,. come forth, as a writing witneſs on this 
ſubject, and a defender of the faith, which I once 
deſtroyed. It was with caution and reluctance I 


came into this view myſelf, ſo that I can bear with 
others. If conviction operate on them as on me, we 
will agree to fay, the evidence and force of truth 


cConſtrainetli us Partial redemption and ſalya- : 
tion, under my preſent views, are the darkneſs and 

, eclipſe of the Church of Chriſt. - Univerſal Reflora> 
tion, (of all lapſed intelligences, for no other I 
middle with in this defence), the Sum of Righteouſneſs, 


ſhining in his full ſtrength, and in all his ability to 


dave.“ | 8 "= 
Mir. Wincheſter publiſhed a ſecond edition of this 
work before he left Old England, in which he ſup- 
preſſed that part of the fifth dialogue referred to by the 
reviewers. The public have ſhewn their judgment 


of this book by quickly taking off both impreſſions 


and 


| e 
and is ſtill much called for, I am zow bringing out a 
third edition, attended with ſome critical notes. 


II. The Reftitution of all Things Defended. This 


is an anſwer to Mr. Dan Taylor's Everlaſting Pu- 
niſiment aſſerted, and re-aſſerted; and is the beſt 
_ controverſial piece that Mr. W. ever publiſhed. I 
think it a pattern of controverſial writing : ſound 


criticiſm, perſpicuity of argument, manly boldneſs, 


and chriſtian meekneſs, are all eminently diſplayed 
in it. Mr. Taylor, though, confeſſedly, a gentleman 
of ability, never made any reply. The work has 


been out of print theſe three years. I mean ſoon 


to reprint it, with an additional view of the aions, or 
ages, in their beginning, ſucceſſion, and ending. 
III. Lectures on the Propheties that remain to be 
— fuljilled. Four volumes octavo. This is a work of 
great labour and utility. The learned Biſhop New- 


ton's Diſſertations on the Prophecies that have been 
felfrlled, with the above of M. Wincheſter, give the 


moſt connected and clear view of prophecy, that is 
to be found in the Engliſh language. Every Stu- 


dent in Divinity, and every Chriſtian, who wiſhes to 


underſtand the prophecies, ought to be poſſeſſed of 
theſe two grand publications. The fulfilment of 


prophecy, is a growmg evidence of the truth of reve- 


lation, and ought to be much attended to in the 
_ preſent Age of Infidelity. I never met with a Deiſt 
in my life who had inveſtigated this ſubject, and I am 
fully perſuaded that no man, who has cloſely ſtudied 
© I. © the 


a „ 
the point, can reſiſt its evidence. Mr. W. was emi- 
nently qualified to write on this theme; his compre- 
henſive underſtanding, his ſtrength of memory, his 
rapidity of thought, his extenſive knowledge, and 
his indefatigable induſtry, have, in this work, raiſed 
a monument to the cauſe of truth, which will laſt 
for ever. Among. many other intereſting ſubjects, 
the Lectures treat on the return of the Jews to their 
| own land before their converſion to Chriſtianity— 
their miſerable condition at the coming of Chriſt, 
and their converfion on his perſonal appearance— 
I) be firſt reſurrection, as the peculiar portion of God's 
- firſt-born—The binding of Satan, and conſequent 
peace and glory of the millennial age, under the per- 
ſonal reign of Chrift and his Saints—The dignity, 
Holineſs, and happineſs, of the Jewifh nation in that 
age, the end of that age, and looſing of Satan, 
with the general reſurrection and judgment—The 
conflagration of the earth, and awful puniſhment of 
the wicked—The creation of the new heaven and 
earth—And the final Reftitution of all Things. © 
This is the largeſt work that Mr. W. ever wrote, 
and, in one reſpect, the moſt uſeful, as it contaihs the 
greateſt fund of ſcripture knowledge. It may be 
-proper to remark here, that Mr. W. laid it down as 
an invariable canon of interpreting ſcripture, never 


to'depart from the literal ſenſe of it, unleſs the con- 


text, or the nature of the ſubje&, made it neceflary 
fo to do. By an obſervance of this plain and ra- 


1 


e ” - 
tional TY it was, that he repreſented that beauty, 
harmony, and clearneſs of the ſacred pages, which, 
appear ſo eminently in his Lectures. A ſecond edi- 


tion of the firſt, ſecond, and fourth yolumes, bad 


taken place, and he was on the point of republiſhing 


the third volume when he left this country; but as 


that untoward circumſtance prevented him, it has 


never yet been done, though I have hopes of accom- 


pliſhing it in the courſe of another year. 

IV. Revelation Defended, in ten letters to Mr. T. 
Paine, in anſwer to his firſt part of the Age of Reaſon, 
As Mr. P. purpoſed to ſhew the fallacy of the Bible, 
from the Bible itſelf ; ſo Mr. W. has ſhewn the truth 
of the Bibie, from. its own contents This, as we 
have before mentioned, was firſt publiſhed in Ame- 
rica ; I republiſhed it in London, in the beginning 
of the year 1796. While good ſenſe is preferred. ta 
the flippancy of profane wit ; ſolid argument to un- 
proved aſſertion ; manly modeſty to low ſcurrility ; 


and the words of truth and ſoberneſs to empty bom- 
baſt; ſo long will this work be preferred before that 1 


which it oppoſes. 


V. The Proceſs and Empire of Chrift, an Heroie 
Poem, in twelve Books, publiſhed in one volume oc- 


| tavo, 1793. This was Mr. W's. favourite work, 


which he prized more than any other. I once heard 
him ſay, that whatever became 'of his other works, 


he hoped that this would remain till the ſecond _ 
coming of Chriſt. The contents of this book fully 


2 anſwer 
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anſwer to its title. The proceſs of Chriſt is eferibed, 
from his birth to the reſtoration of all things, and 
his giving up the kingdom to the Father. An inti- 


mate knowledge of the ſcriptures—a ſupreme love 
to God—a fervent zeal for Chriſt—and unbounded 


good will towards men, are prominent features of 
the work; and I think it contains the beſt body of 
eripture divinity which I ever read ; but, as a Poem, 


it does not deſerve a name. 


VI. A Political Catechiſm. This was mentioned 


before, I had not then read it, but have fince. It is 
well calculated to impreſs the minds of the American 


youth with a ſenſe of the value of their civil and re- 
ligious liberties, and of the importance of their coun- 
try in a political and commercial view. It has never 
been publiſhed in England. | 

| Beſides the above, Mr. W. publiſhed a conſider- 
able number of ſingle ſermons and tracts, a few of | 


which deſerve particular notice. 


VII. The Goſpel preached by the Apoſtles, eſpecially 


St. Paul. In this he ſhews that the leading doc- 


trines of Calviniſm and Arminianiſm are both ſerip- 
tural ; that they do not contradict each other; that 


the union of both, ſo far as they are ſcriptural, natu- 


rally includes the reſtoration of all things. This 


book has had a great run, and is much called for 


now. 


VIII. The Lord Jeſus Cris worthy of the I Love of all 


Mev. The character of Chriſt is beautifully exhi- 


bited, 


0 N 
bited, and e recommended in Bl 
piece. | 

IX. An Oration on the Diſcovery of America, with 
a Plan and Deſcription of the City of Waſhington, and 
a Sketch of the Life and Character of General Mai- 
ington. There have been two editions. It is I | 
out of print. 

X. Philadelphian Magazine, two vol s. 8vo. Theſe, 
contain a variety of pious and entertaining matter. 
XI. Tro Sermons on the Woe Trumpets, Rev. xi. 14. 
This contains the Signs of the preſent Times. I once 
heard Dr. Prieſtley ſay, that theſe ſermons had given 
him more knowledge of the preſent times, than all 
the books which he had ever read upon that ſubje&. 
The Dr. alſo recommends them in a note to the laſt 
ſermon which he publiſhed before he retired to Ame- 2 
rica. There have been two editions. | 

XII. The Doctrine of Atonement defended. 

XIII. Five Letters on the Divinity of Chriſt. Theſe 
were firſt publiſhed in America, and re-printed in 
England in the Philadelphian Magazine. The 
friends of the doctrine which theſe letters maintain, 
have thought them unanſwerable. ; 

XIV. The Face of Moſes Unveiled. A ſtriking and 
rational expoſition of ſome of the en Jewiſh 
types. Two editions. 

XV. The Outcaſts Comforted. The Jedi ication pre- 


fixed to the third edition will ſufficiently charace | 
jerize it. | 1 ko 
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Bo all thoſe of every denomination, who have 
been, or may be, rejected by their brethren, 
for the belief of the glorious doctrine of the 
. Reſtoration of ALL Things, (of which God has 
ſpoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
' fince the world began) and eſpecially to William 
Vidler, and the Baptift Church at Battle, in Suſ- 

ex, the third edition of this Diſcourſe is humbly 
inſeribed, by their friend and ſervant, for the 

| Lord's ſake, | 1 

pe | THE AUTHOR, 
1793. 


XVI. 3 to Mr. De ungen e e 


by his re-publiſking the late Preſident Edward's ſer- 


mon on Eternal Miſery. Mr. De Coctlegon never 
anſwered it. 

XVII. Puneral Sermon for Mr. John Wo, vith 
an Elegy.on his death. 

> XX. Works and Words of Jeſus. An excellent 
_ Out of print. 

- XX. Seed of the Woman bruif ing the Serpent S Head 
1 he Goſpel f Chriſt no cauſe of Shame—-4. Serious 
Addreſs to Youth on. the worth of the Soul Funcral 
Sermon for I/tael Johnſon—Sermon on the Slave Trade 


Century Sermon Holy. Converſation of Chriftians—— 
Comfort for Mourning Chriſtians — Beauties of the Mil- 


lennium Sermon io. Youth An Hymn Book, &c. Sc. c. 
Several of theſe are out of print. 


When Mr. W. 3 his LeQures, he ſent a 
. 1 | "Re 


* 
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copy of them to his countryman, General — 


ton. I faw a polite and friendly letter from that 


great man, to Mr. W. acknowledging the receipt of . 2 


them, and wiſhing him every bleſſing in his labours 
as a miniſter of the goſpel of Chriſt, _ 

Benjamin Ruſh, M. D. well known in 3 
for his medical abilities and general ſcientific know - 
ledge, has given ſome thoughts in the two following 
letters to Mr. W. which ought to be Nn | 

| Philadelphia May 11 ; 1701. | 


DEAR SIR, | 


18IT down with great pleaſure to think! you for 
the inſtruction I have derived, froth OR your 
Lectures on the Prophecies. 

' You have made the Old and New Teftametes in- 
telligible books, and added great] yi to our r 
to love and admire them. 

To pry into the meaning of the TO is cer- 
tainly a duty. Our Saviour condenttis his diſciples 
for being flow of heart in believing all that the ſerip- 


W Js * 


_ tures have ſaid concerning him; and commends 


Abraham for beholding his day afar off, and un 
in the great events which were to ſollow it. 


Perhaps a great part of the errors in principle; and 
lukewarmneſs in practice, of all ſects of Chriſtians, 
ariſe chiefly from their ignorance of the literal meah- 
ing and extent of the prophecies which relate to the 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriſt, 

Go on, my dear Sir, in your reſearches, As the 


beſt 


2 
* 
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7 beſt Natural Philoſophers are thoſe who examine the 
works of nature moſt minutely ; ſo they are the beſt 
Divines who ſearch and compare the ſcriptures moſt 
carefully. Your works are beyond the preſent ſtate 
of knowledge in our world, but the time muft come, 
when they will riſe into univerſal eſtimation, and 
bear down all the modern ſyſtems of our ſchools. 
They are founded on a rock, and the more reaſon and 
religion prevail in the world, the more their beauty, 
ſymmetry, and ſublimity will be ſeen and admired. 
He is not a Jew who is one outwardly, we are all 
alike prone to Jewiſh infidelity. We condemn the 
Jews for looking for a temporal deliverer when our 
Saviour came into the world. We act their folly over 
again in looking for a (mere) ſpiritual inſtead of a 

temporal kingdom in the Millennium. 

The Univerſal Doctrine prevails more and more in 
our country, particularly among perſons eminent for 
their pietv, in whom it is not a mere ſpeculation, 


but a new principle of action in the heart, prompting 


to practical godlmeſs. — — — — — — . Your 

account of the Reftoration of Sacrifices ater the com- 

ing of our Saviour, is the only part of your lectures 
that 1 object to. I ſuſpect they ought to have been 
placed a ſhort time before the commencement of his 


_ _ perſonal government. Perhaps you may re-conſider 


this ſubject in the next edition of them. 
| —_ from dear Sir, yours ſincerely, 
BENJAMIN RUSH. 


( 11. ) 


a e den November 1 2, 179 1 
DAR „ 

ACCEPT of my thanks for your long letter oy the 
rug and your valuable publications which accom- 
panied it. Your Letters to Mr. Taylor contain many 
new and ſtriking ideas. Your Funeral Sermon for 
Mr. John eſtley does honour to the philanthropy of 
your univerſal principles. I admire and honour that 
great man above any man that has lived ſince the 
time of the Apoſtles : his writings will ere long re- 
vive in ſupport of our doctrine for if Chriſt died for 
all, as Mr. Weſtley always taught, it will ſoon appear 
a neceſſary conſequence that a/l ſhall be ſaved. But 
what ſhall I ſay to your fourth volume of Lectures on 
the Prophecies ? Accept of my thanks over and 
over, for the inſtruction and entertainment I have 
derived from reading them. They are now in the 
hands of my dear friend, and old preceptor in medi- 
cine, Dr. Redman, who ſpeaks in the higheſt terms of 
them, and calls you our Theological Newton. Go on 
my dear Sir, with your reſearches into the true 
meaning of the Scriptures. Your works, however 
much neglected or oppoſed now, will be precious to 
thoſe generations which are to follow us: and, like 
the bones of Eliſha, will perform miracles after your 
death. How delightful to a good man ſhould be the 
thoughts of ſurviving himſelf ! The perſons whore... 
to exiſt an hundred: years hence are as much our fel- 
low-creatures as thoſe who are our contemporaries. 


R = 
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It only requires more grace to love them than the 
perſons whom we ſee and converſe with every day ; be 
but in proportion as we attain to this ſublime act of 
love, we approach nearer to the Source of all Love— 
for he loves, and ſerves all the generations of his 
creatures with an equal affection. | 

I contemplate with you the progreſs of 1 00 
and liberty in Europe with great pleaſure. * Re- 
publican forms of government are the beſt repoſito- 
ries of the Goſpel : I therefore ſuppoſe they are in- 
tended as precludes to a glorious manifeſtation of its 
power and influence upon the hearts of men. The 
language of theſe free and equal governments ſeems 
to be like that of John the Baptiſt of old, © Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord—make his paths ſtrait.” 
The benevolent ſpirit which has lately appcared in 
the world, in its governments—in its numerous phi- 
lanthropic and humane ſocieties—and even in public 
entertainments, remind me of the firſt efforts of a 
child to move its body or limbs. Theſe efforts are 
ſtrong, but irregular, and often in a contrary direc- 
tion to that which is intended. Time and a few 
unſucceſsful experiments ſoon bring theſe motions 
into a proper direction. The fame will happen, I 
have no doubt, to the preſent kind, but irregular and 
convulſive impulſes of the human heart. At preſent 


When the Doctor wrote this, the horrible anarchy produced 


by French principles had not been experienced, as it has ſince.— 
Li ors 
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they lead men men to admire and celebrate human 
lights, and human deliverers, — —— — — — 
but ere long, public admiration and praiſe will riſe 
to him who is the true light of the world, and Who 
only delivers from evils of every kind. At preſent we 
- wiſh liberty to the whole world—But the next touch 
of the celeſtial magnet upon the human heart will 
direct it into wiſhes for the ſalvation of all e 


Your's ſincerely, 
"BENT AMIN RUSH. 


With regard to the reſtoration of frorifices in the 
Millenium, which Dr. Ruſh thinks ought to have 
been placed a little before the beginning of that glo- 
rious period, Mr. Wincheſter never altered his opi- 
nion. This idea is very contrary to the univerſal 
ſentiment of Chriſtian writers upon that ſubje&, His 
eighteenth Lecture on the Prophecies, volume the ſe- 
cond, expreſsly treats upon it, and is entitled, The 
Reſtoration of Sacrifices ; proved from the Prophecies, 
and accounted for; and fhewn to be conſiſtent with the 
moſt exalted ftate of Chriſtianity.” —* Many,” ſays he, 
may think it difficult to prove that animals will be 
ſlain, and offered to God during the Millenium, and 
to ſhew the deſigns of ſuch an inſtitution and its 
conſiſtency with that diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 
which ſhall then take place in the world, 

„But difficult as this taſk may ſeem, the rule 
which I have followed hitherto will eaſily conduct me 

R 2 through 
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through it, viz. to take the Proliant in their moſt 


| Hiteral ſenſe, where that ſenſe involves no abſurdity; 


and I think none can be pretended here. | 

„ Several of the Prophets intimate that ſacrifices 
ſhall be offered to the Lord at that time, as Iſaiah, 
chap. Ivi. 7, lx. 7, Ixvi. 20, 21; There is alſo a 
paſſage in the Prophecy of Jeremiah, chap. xxxili. 
17—22, that plainly implies. the reſtoration of ſacri- 
fices and burnt offerings. . EW: 
For thus faith Jehovah, David ſhalt neren want 
a man to fit upon the throne of the Houſe of 
Ifrael: neither ſhall the Prieſts the Levites want a 
man before me to offer burnt-offerings, and to kindle 
meat-offerings, and to do ſacrifice continually. And 
the word of Jehovah came unto Jeremiah, ſaying, 
Thus faith Jehovah, If you can break my covenant 


of the day, and my covenant of the night, and that 
there ſhould not be day and night in their ſeaſon, 
[Hen may alſo my covenant be broken with David 


my ſervant, that he ſhould not have a ſon to reign 
upon' his throne ; and with the Levites and Prieſts, 
my miniſters. As the hoſts of heaven cannot be | 
numbered, neither the ſand of the ſea meaſured ; ſa 


will I multiply the ſeed of David my ſervant, and the 


Levites that miniſter unto me. | 

“Here obſerve, (1) There is an expreſs declara- 
tion that the Prieſts and the Levites thall continue 
while day and night ſhall laſt. (2) As the Prieſts 


and Levites ſhall remain under the government of 


the 


0125) 


the Meſſiah, it follows, that of neceſſity they muſt 
have ſomething to offer; and we are told, that their 


buſineſs ſhall be to miniſter before Jehovah, and ta 


offer burnt- offerings, and to kindle meat-offerings, 


and to do ſacrifice continually. (3) That they ſhall 


be increaſed in number like the hoſt of heaven, and 


like the ſand on the ſea-ſhore : expreſſions that are 
frequently uſed to intimate an immenſe multitude.” 


(4) Thete promiſes ſhall begin to be fulfilled in the 


time of our Saviour's reign, when be ſhall execute 


judgment and righteouſneſs in the land; when Ju- 
dah ſhall be ſaved, and Jeruſalem ſhall dwell ſafely: 


And they ſhall remain in force till: the great Wale 


| gration, 


Nov all theſe things are quite eaſy to be 5 | 


. ſtood, it we believe that they yet remain to be ful- 
fulfilled, But if we would attempt to accommodate 
theſe grand predictions to paſt events, we ſhall find 
innumerable difficulties on every fide. For inſtance, 
Is there any ſimilarity between God's covenant of 
the day and night, and his covenant with the Prieſts 
and Levites, upon the ſuppoſition that the latter has 
failed for many ages, and will never be renewed, 
more:?“ 

J have inſerted the above only as a ſample of the 


manner in which Mr, W. trcats the ſubje&t. But 


he reſts the great proofs of it upon the nine laft 
chapters of Ezekiel, which he contends are to be 
taken literally, and are yet to be fulfilled. 
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The ancient doctrine of the Millenium, or thouſand 
years reign of Chriſt with his ſaints upon earth, has 
of late years been revived, and has met with many 
learned and able advocates ; as Mr. Joſeph Mede, 
Dr. T. Burnett, Dr: Newton, Biſhop of Briſtol, Dr. 
Gill, Dr. Hartley, Dr. Chauncy, and many others. 
Its advocates differ greatly; ſome. of them ſuppoſe. - 
that there will be only a great revival of the cauſe of 
Chriſtianity upon earth for a thouſand years, during 
which Chriſt will be known, owned, and obeyed by 
all nations; others, that he will reign perſonally with 
his ſaints a thouſand years, and this will not be on 
the preſent, but on the new earth. M. W. embraced 
the millenial doctrine, but differed in his ſtatement 
of it from either of the above views. He ſuppoſed 
that great wars and overturning of thrones and na- 
tions would precede: the return of the bulk of the 
Jewiſh people to their own land; that ſome few years 
after their re-ſettlement in Canaan, and when they 
were grown rich by commerce and agriculture, they 
would be brought into the greatett diſtreſs by ſome 
foreign enemy; that in the height of their calamity, 
Chriſt would perſonally appear and ſave them; that 
the nation would then be converted and collected 
together; that Satan would be bound a thouſand 
years; the -firſt reſurrection would take place; the 
obſtinately wicked be deſtroyed throughout the earth; 
that Chriſt would reign in his holy houſe of the 
mountain in Judea with his riſen firſt-born ſaints ; 
that 


in 


khat the Jews would be an holy, glorious, happy 
people, and great inſtruments of converting the 
world, which for a thouſand years would be bleſſed 
with peace, righteouſneſs, joy, and love, and be fully 
inhabited with men; that this happy period would 
be followed with the looſing of Satan ſrom his pri- 
ſon, and with a great defection from Chriſt among 
mankind ; that the wicked would be deſtroyed ; the 
general reſurrection and judgment would follow. 
The earth, as the place of puniſhment for the wick- _ 
ed, would be melted by a general conflagration, and 
become the lake of fire and brimſtone; that puniſh- 
ment would endure to the age of ages, when every 
knee having bowed to Chriſt, and every tongue 
having confefſed his name, all would be reconciled 
to the Father by the blood of the Crois. Then the 
new heavens and the new earth would be formed, 
the curſe of fin be done away, the kingdom of the 
Son given up to the Father, and God would be all 
in all. | | 
"Thoſe who wiſh for farther information upon theſe 
ſubjects may conſult his Lectures upon the Pro- 
pheecies. 
The leading feature of Mr. W's writings and 
preaching was good «will towards men. In this he 
was eminent, both living and dying. He had the 
* About forty Sermons, which Mr. W. deed upon ſelect 


ſubjects, were taken in ſhort-hand by T. A. Tzviox, and are 
now publiſhing, 
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happineſs of communicating the ſame diſpoſition to 
ſome thouſands of perſons, both in England and- 
America, among whom his memory.will be long pre- 
cious. And while fierce and angry bigots condemn 
him to endleſs damnation, we rejoice in believing 
that he ſleeps in Jeſus; that he will eſcape the ſe- 
cond death, and have part in the firſt reſurrection. 
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ERRATA. 


Page 34, line 22, after that, read he. 
— 99, —- 2, from bottom, not, dele. 
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